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Week Ending Friday, July 24, 1992 


Remarks to the Community in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming 


July 17, 1992 


Thank you very very much for that warm 
welcome. Let me just say at the beginning 
of these remarks how grateful I am for the 
congressional delegation that I work with in 
Washington. If we had more men like the 
Congressman that just introduced me, Craig 
Thomas, if we had more like him in the 
House, I guarantee you this country would 
be moving forward faster with opportunity 
for all. I salute Malcolm Wallop, who I don’t 
think is with us today, but, also my dear 
friend, Al Simpson, who stands tall, all right; 
we saw that. But he’s out there for principle 
in the United States Senate. And he’s a close 
personal friend, he and Ann, to Barbara and 
me. That disproves the theory that goes like 
this: Well, if you want a dog in Washington— 
I mean, want a friend in Washington, get a 
dog. [Laughter] My view is we've got the 
Simpsons and several others like them. 

May I thank the Bar-J Wranglers down 
there, who did a great job, and the Jackson 
Hole Community Band and others who make 
this very, very special. I told the Mayor, Bill 
Westbrook, because I was sitting next to him 
here at barbecue, that for me this is a very 
special change of pace. I don’t want to argue 
with my friend, Al Simpson, but we’re not 
quite into the one-on-one competitive mode 
yet. I’m going to hold back a little bit until 
after the Republican convention. And then 
we're going after it. We're going to win this 
election because I’m going to take the case 
to the American people for sure. 

I want to salute Senator Cliff Hanson, who 
is with us; his wife, Martha. Another Ne- 
braska Senator is here, Senator Curtis, an- 
other good friend. And I'd be remiss if I 
didn’t single out Estelle Stacy Carrier, with 
whom I worked when I was chairman of the 
Republican National Committee, sitting over 
here. Someone told me that another man I 


was proud to have served with, Jim Watt, is 
here, a member of this community, and I 
salute him and wish him the best of every- 
thing. 

Let me tell you this: With all the hue and 
cry of politics, I cannot think of a better way 
to spend a Friday noon, Friday afternoon— 
the big sky and the hot sun, this fantastic 
view, this marvelous helping of baked beans 
and coleslaw, not a single piece of broccoli 
anywhere on that whole table. [Laughter] 

In the line over there somebody asked me 
if I wanted to comment on this week's big 
event, the one that captured the imagination 
of millions of TV viewers. And to be brutally 
honest, I thought the All-Star Game would 
be a lot closer than it was. [Laughter] 

Let me just make a few comments be- 
cause, seriously, it was an important week 
in American politics. And I salute the opposi- 
tion. They ran a good show there, and I don’t 
think there’s any reason to be bitter or small 
about all of that. 

But I want to say a word about yesterday's 
happening and about Ross Perot and that 
surprising announcement yesterday. I admit 
that as the incumbent President of the Unit- 
ed States that it’s tempting to quietly applaud 
the fact that this strange year, this strange 
political year, has suddenly become, quote, 
normal, But I can’t do that. The grassroots 
fervor of the Perot supporters transcends 
what we call politics as usual. 

You see, a vote was taken this spring and 
summer in America. No ballots were cast, 
but a vote was taken. No polls opened, but 
a referendum took place nonetheless. No- 
body won this election, but politics lost. Poli- 
tics lost because it’s become increasingly ir- 
relevant to many Americans. Its language is 
not understood around our kitchen tables. 
Politics for too many people has become syn- 
onymous with slogans, posturing, and it’s 
come to mean the opposite of progress. 

Today I have a message for anyone who 
supported Ross Perot and any American who 
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identifies with that frustration that brought 
them together: I hear you. You've come 
Gena bond and clear. And Ross used to 
like to say two words more than any others, 
“you,” meaning the —_ “you” and “win.” 
And today I can say to his supporters, while 
politics as usual may have lost, you have won. 

I hear the voices in so many accents say 
attention must be paid to our jobs, our 
schools, our families. Attention must be paid 
to our future. I hear that call, and more than 
that, I share that frustration. 

In my first term in office I have learned 
that it is far easier to convince the leaders 
of diverse nations to mobilize to confront a 
tyrant than to convince the Congress to ap- 
prove a relatively small tax incentive so that 
Americans, young Americans, can buy that 
first home. And we are going to keep fighting 
for those young Americans. 

I say this not to bash the United States 
Congress but to tell you that the view from 
the White House looks the same as the view 
from your front porch. And the system needs 
repair. My message to the disillusioned and 
the disaffected is simple: Don’t walk away 
from the system. Don’t assume that without 
a protest vote there is no vote at all. The 
solution to our challenges today is the same 
that America has turned to so many times 
before, that mixture of values, experience, 
and ideas that we call leadership. 

What kind of leadership do we need? I 
believe that our first priority is to provide 
more economic opportunity for more people. 
You see, too many people have ana for 
a company for 20 years only to worry that 
the next mail is going to bring in a pink slip. 
Too many parents have saved to send their 
kids to college only to find that once grad- 
uated, a kid can’t get a good job. 

The first order of business is to get the 
Federal deficit down by cutting Federal 
spending, and I need more help in that end. 
And yes, I believe that we should create in- 
centives for the people in the businesses who 
create jobs and give them access to the new 
markets that are opening all around the 
world. 

I also believe that we have to restore the 
traditional American values that have held 
our society together for 200 years. You know 
what they are. We’re talking about respect. 
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We're talking about knowing the difference 
between right and wrong. We're talking 
about helping our neighbors, putting the 
family, the American family, first, and putting 
our faith in something larger than ourselves. 
I happen to know a silver-haired philosopher 
who is not with us today named Barbara 
Bush. She says this: That what happens in 
your house is more important than what hap- 
pens in the White House. It is far more im- 
portant than what happens in the White 
House, and that is true. 

I believe Government can be a force to 
strengthen our families, and Government can 
reward work, not welfare dependency. Wel- 
fare can encourage families not to fall apart 
but to stick together. Government can give 
families in Wyoming and in every other State 
the option of deciding where our children 
should go to school: a church school, a pri- 
vate school, or a public school, wherever 
their parents choose. That is the American 
way. 

I also believe that we must restore respect 
for the law. It is not enough to have peace 
in the world if people don’t feel safe in their 
own backyards. What do you say to an elderly 
woman who watches the Berlin Wall fall on 
television but is afraid to walk to her grocery 
store? What do you say to a 10-year-old kid 
who hears of the Russians reducing nuclear 
weapons and then has to walk through a 
metal detector at school every morning? You 
say, “Enough is enough.” Let’s put an end 
to the lawlessness, and let’s put an end to 
the drug use that results in so much of this 
illegal behavior. 

So this is the kind of action I propose 
today, right now, to shake up the system, and 
let America realize the opportunity before us. 
I am not pessimistic about the United States 
of America. We are the best and the finest, 
and we have lots to be proud of. Help me 
move this country pst 

I know it’s not going to be easy. For 3 
years now I’ve proposed dramatic changes in 
each of these areas that I mentioned today 
and run into roadblocks that Senator Simp- 
son talked about. But as I said, politics as 
usual can be no more. You want action, and 
you want change. To anyone who wants to 
block that change, I say what you say, “Get 
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out of our way and let America move forward 
once again. 

For all our challenges, America’s potential 
really has never been greater. If we can get 
our economy moving faster and restore our 
families and take back our streets, our poten- 
tial is as tall as the mountains that surround 
us. And can we do it? You bet. I believe we 
can. I’m confident we can. If we can topple 
the Berlin Wall and if we can build a sturdy 
economy and if we can lift the Iron Curtain 
and if we can bring down the curtain on new- 
age values, if we can help people walk the 
streets free in Eastern Europe, we can take 
back the streets of America. And we must 
get that job done. If we can revive a world’s 
faith in freedom, we can repair the American 
system. And this is our mission. It’s to renew 
America, to complete the dream. 

I have a feeling that I’m lecturing to the 
choir when it comes to family, comes to val- 
ues, comes to faith. I’m lecturing to the choir 
with this group assembled. And I thank those 
with the civic clubs that have drawn this mag- 
nificent crowd together. But I am going to 
take this message of hope and opportunity 
all across the country. Four years from now, 
when I come back for a little more trout fish- 
ing, I look forward to standing before you 
to say, “Mission accomplished.” We are 
America. We can get the job done. I need 
your help. 

May I just simply say thank you for this 
fantastic Wyoming hospitality. And may God 
bless the United States of America, the great- 
est, freest, fairest country on the face of the 
Earth. 

Thank you all and good luck. Thank you 
very much. Thank you so much for a great 
welcome. What a wonderful way to come out 
of the mountains and see the real people that 
make this country great. Thank you so much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. at 
Jackson Hole Airport. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Senator Malcolm Wallop; Estelle 
Stacy Carrier, former secretary of the Repub- 
lican National Committee; and James Watt, 
former Secretary of the Interior. This item 
was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 
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Nomination of Harriet Winsar Isom 
To Be United States Ambassador to 
Cameroon 


July 17, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Harriet Winsar Isom, of Or- 
egon, a career member of the Senior a 
Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
Ambassador of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Cameroon. She would suc- 
ceed Frances D. Cook. 

Since i989, Ambassador Isom has served 
as Ambassador to the Republic of Benin. She 
has also served as Chargé d’Affaires at the 
American Embassy in Vientiane, Laos, 1986- 
89; Director of Korean Affairs at the State 
Department, 1984-86; senior assignments 
officer with the Bureau of Personnel at the 
State Department, 1982-84; a participant in 
the senior seminar at the State Department, 
1981-82; political counselor at the American 
Embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia, 1978-81; and 
consul of the American consulate in Medan, 
Sumatra, Indonesia, 1977-78. 

Ambassador Isom graduated from Mills 
College (B.A., 1958) and Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy (M.A.L.D., 1960). She 
was born November 4, 1936, in Heppner, 
OR. Ambassador Isom currently resides in 
Echo, OR. 


Note: This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Outdoor Groups in Salt 
Lake City, Utah 


July 18, 1992 


The President. Well, I came —— 


with a few cheaters because on this beautiful 
day it is most fitting and appropriate that we 
talk about the environment with the empha- 
sis on those that like the outdoors and believe 
in multiple use and believe in fishing and 
believe in hunting and believe in camping. 
And I do, and my family does. I did want 
to try this morning, though, to put in per- 
spective before taking questions what I think 
is a pretty good environmental record. 
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I don’t pretend to be able to keep every 
organization happy. I can’t do that because 
I also have a certain—not only do I feel a 
sense of obligation to stewardship of the 
parks and of the wilderness and of the great 
outdoors, but I also feel a sense of steward- 
ship towards American families that are try- 
ing to work for a living. To achieve a balance 
between growth and the environment is 
something that I think every President ought 
to feel an obligation to achieve. And I’ve tried 
to do exactly thet. 

But before getting to the questions, and 
I hope it’s not too self-serving, I thought I'd 
just click off some accomplishments that I 
think should make a difference to those who 
share my love of the outdoors. 

We signed, I guess, the most forward-look- 
ing environmental legislation in modern 
times in a revival and renewal of the Clean 
Air Act, improvement of the Clean Air Act. 
I believe that it’s going to have a major effect 
not just on the great outdoors as we all love 
it but on the cities and everything else. 

We've assessed more fines for violations 
of environmental policy, environmental law, 
than any previous administration. And in- 
deed, more people are incarcerated for actu- 
ally violating the environmental laws of this 
country. 

We've doubled the funding, doubled the 
funding for national parks, wildlife, and out- 
door recreation, and tripled the funds, tripled 
the funds for States for parks and open space. 
I think that’s a good record. 

We've proposed or added 20 new national 
parks; proposed or added 57 new wildlife ref- 
uges; added 1.5 million new acres to the na- 
tional parks; and added 6.4 million acres to 
the vast wilderness system, 2,700 miles of 
scenic rivers—of rivers to Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System have been added. We've in- 
creased wetlands protection from 295 million 
to 812 million since I’ve been President. 

And I'd like to hear from some and maybe 
answer some questions on the controversy 
that surrounds the wetlands policy. But I be- 
lieve our policy of no net loss is good. We’ve 
added to the wetlands to compensate for 
those areas where there has been loss. 

We've closed off the oil development in 
certain environmentally sensitive areas of the 
California coast, the Florida coast, and in 
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New England, isolating them until the year 
2000 when we can look at technology and 
look at the environment. We’ve established 
three new national marine sanctuaries, in- 
cluding the most recent one in Monterey 
Bay, which is, I guess, the largest one ever, 
increased funding, and this comes as great 
interest to some here, for fishing, fisheries 
management, and $80 million added to that 
and requested full funding for Wallop- 
Breaux. 

Let me just say here that when you get 
in Washington you might have some ear- 
marked funds, but the propensity in the way 
it works with the Congress is they want to 
take those earmarked funds and use them 
for other purposes. I stood up against that 
because I believe in Wallop-Breaux; I believe 
that the money ought to be used for what 
we said it would be used for. And I’m going 
to keep on fighting for that principle. And 
we fought for a lot of projects, Superfund 
and all, where we've not gotten the funding 
we requested. But I’m going to keep on 
working to try to do that. 

So I cite this because as you get into a 
political year and you get into a subject that 
has this many variations, environmental pro- 
tection, you’re bound to take some heat. But 
I’m very proud of the record. 

The last thing I’d mention is Rio de Janei- 
ro. I do not consider it leadership to go and 
fall in line with a bunch of other countries 
who accept standards and don’t live up to 
them. When the United States makes a com- 
mitment, we ought to keep our word. Great 
countries, like great men, should keep their 
word. And that’s what a former Justice of our 
Supreme Court said, and that’s the way I 
feel. So I did not go down there to try to 
get in line, putting standards and prohibitions 
on the United States that we couldn’t live 
up to or didn’t want to. 

So we did do well on forestry down there. 
We did do well on climate control. I have 
insisted that we don’t make more regulations 
unless we know where the science is on these 
things. It’s very inexact at this point. And yet, 
underlying it all was my commitment and our 
administration’s commitment to a sound en- 
vironment. 
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So that’s where we stand. I don’t know how 
this is all set up, Val, but I'll be glad to go 
for questions. Here’s one right here. 

Q. Our school last year built over 300 trees 
and. 

The President. This is not working. You 
come over here. 

Q. Last year and every year our school 
built over 300 trees. And we did it in City 
Butte Canyon. Are they doing that all over 
the United States and the world? 

The President. | think so. And every little 
bit helps. Every tree planted is part of a for- 
estation initiative that is sound. We have a 
program to plant a billion trees a year, tiny 
little things, but Government can’t do this. 
Schools, Fonilion whoever have to get this 
job done. The United States is the leader in 
forestry. We are the leaders in trying to pre- 
serve the great rain forests. We've got a good 
record ourselves on it. 

So what you say your school is doing, if 
everybody around the country at his or her 
school does the same thing, then we can 
achieve our goal. And it’s very, very impor- 
tant. It’s important to clean air. It’s important 
to everything including the sporting quality 
of the whole United States environment. 

Q. President Bush, there is an abundant 
amount of wildlife in the United States today, 
and it’s principally because hunters and fish- 
ermen have spent a lot of money, time, and 
resources to secure their habitat, to provide 
for their game management. There’s a great 
deal of attack on this traditional wildlife man- 
agement tool. Specifically, proposition 200 in 
Arizona is worded where they could ban 
hunting on public lands. What is your posi- 
tion on that issue? 

The President. You know, I’m a hunter. 
I happen to be a quail hunter of only fair 
proportions, I might add. [Laughter] But 
when I go to hunt every year, and I try to 
do it, and I go down there, and I see these 
people standing out that oppose all hunting. 
They are inconsiderate of sound game man- 
agement. They're inconsiderate of people 
who like to hunt and who recognize not only 
the fun of the sport but also the sound envi- 
ronmental practice of thinning out herds, for 
example, when it comes to deer or whatever 
else it is. 
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So I oppose what I consider extremists’ 
tactics. I'd rather see sound management 
through sound sports practice than I would 
see some of these heal thinned out through 
famine and suffering of that kind. 

So I will stand with the hunter. I don’t 
think there’s anything in sound hunting that 
is inconsistent with sound environmental pol- 
icy. And I don’t know about that proposition, 
but that’s the way I feel. 

Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. President, do we expect to see a 
reduction in spending abroad to fund these 
policies that you are proposing and trying to 
continue in the country now 

The President. Well, we've reduced de- 
fense spending tremendously. I mean, that’s 
what overshadows all other spending that you 
might say abroad. Here’s my position. We've 
won the cold war. What’s happened, as I see 
these kids sitting here and I think about it, 
I think it’s historic. They don’t have little 
drills in their schools anymore like some of 
you all had about climbing under the desks 
for fear of nuclear warfare. The deal we ham- 
mered out with Yeltsin to eliminate these 
ICBM’s, SS-18’s, is major. It is a significant 
achievement for mankind, particularly for the 
young people in this country and elsewhere. 

We still have an obligation to help people 
abroad. When there’s famine in south Africa, 
the southern part of Africa, I do think we 
have an obligation. I got a great lesson from 
the church the other i. on how the mission 
of the church, actually in a private way, tries 
to help. The Government has an obligation 
to help. 

So we're not going to be able to cut off 
all of our foreign aid or our defenses because 
of the fact the world is a more calm, a more 
tranquil place. The — has been re- 
duced on defense particularly, and I think 
that we can probably reduce it more as we 
go along. But I don’t think we should close 
our eyes to the fact that we’re living in a 
place where you have terrorists, you have 
threats that crop up like the threat from the 
aggression of Saddam Hussein against Ku- 
wait, where only the United States can stand 
and take action. 

On foreign aid itself, you have to look at 
it, as I do, for an insurance policy, avoiding 
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future catastrophe, and also the humanitarian 
side. 

But to get back to your question, there 
will be a chance to redirect more of the funds 
from the security and foreign account to the 
domestic side. Whether it will be funneled 
into the environment and all I just can’t say, 
because I think, as I’ve clicked off here at 
the beginning of this, the priorities that our 
administration has set, ot frankly, some of 
them have been underfunded by the Con- 
gress. I'll continue to fight for full funding. 

Q. As was alluded to earlier, wildlife popu- 
lations are healthier and more numerous 
today than they have ever been. There are 
a few people who would stop hunting on our 

ublic lands, hunting and fishing on our pub- 

ic lands. And the wildlife has primarily bene- 
fited through funding by these wildlife orga- 
nizations in property acquisition. Can you tell 
us what we can expect from your commit- 
ment to us as sportsmen as fer as hunting 
and fishing on these public properties? 

The President. | will resist any effort to 
stop hunting and fishing on these public 


lands. You know, I had a marvelous experi- 
ence, not shared it with my friend the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, Johnny Morris, and others, 
but just the other day up in the Sequoia area 
in California. I met there with a group of 
kids that came from the inner city of Los 
— We sat around in a little picnic area, 


and I started listening to these kids talk about 
their experience with gangs, being drummed 
in, beaten in, and then beaten out. If they 
ge into the gang they have to be beaten up 

efore they go into it; when they go out they 
get beaten up and then their families threat- 
ened. 

Here were these kids sitting in the majesty 
of this sequoia grove, seeing the outdoors for 
the first time, understanding the joys of na- 
ture from which they've been sheltered be- 
cause of their own underprivilege and be- 
cause of their own backgrounds. They talked 
about the joy of camping out the night before 
and being with their—sitting around a little 
campfire talking to the other kids about their 
family problems. And that little incident 
brought home to me more clearly than any- 
thing I’ve done, except for a little bass fishing 
with some friends here, the need really to 
keep open, and still preserve, but to keep 
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open these lands for sporting purposes, for 
fishing, for camping, for hunting. 

So we are not going to permit in the name 
of environmental practice a shutting down 
of these areas to those who really need to 
experience the same joy those kids felt. I 
really feel strongly about it, and I pride my- 
self on stewardship of our environmental re- 
sources, our environment. But I just don’t 
think we can go to the extremes in the name 
of the environment, whether it’s in this, try- 
ing to deny hunting or fishing to these areas, 
or whether it’s to shut down businesses 
where families are needlessly thrown out of 
work. 

I think of the endangered species. We're 
going through a very important debate and 
an important discussion of how do you pre- 
serve the endangered species and yet not say 
to a family, “Look, you all just aren’t going 
to be able to make a living anymore.” I feel 
as President a certain stewardship for that; 
I really do. We're trying to find a proper bal- 
ance, and balance is a key word in all of this. 
But just to say you're going to preserve public 
lands by denying hunting and fishing, I’m 
strongly opposed to that. 

Q. A number of groups here today are ac- 
tively involved in habitat acquisition: Ducks 
Unlimited, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. 
Will the Federal Government continue to 
support us in matching funds and help us 
to develop a habitat for wildlife so we can 
continue to increase our herd and increase 
our duck populations? 

The President. We should, and we will. 
And I don’t know enough about the detail; 
Roger Porter is here and can answer the spe- 
cifics. But yes, I mean, this is all of our com- 
mon belief. I’m more familiar with Ducks 
Unlimited, but Ducks Unlimited I think offer 
sound environmental practice. They certainly 
don’t oppose hunting, but they do propose 
and support programs for increasing the 
ducks and other fowl. 

So I’m strongly in support of that. I’m just 
a little at a loss to give you any specifics in 
terms of numbers as to how the A. see Gov- 
ernment might do a better job in working 
cooperatively there. 

Q. President Bush, as past chairman of 
Ducks Unlimited for Utah, can you tell us 
a little bit how our no-net-loss program is 
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working as far as the lands that have been 
taken, and what we’re doing to replace those? 

The President. Well, we're in a debate, 
and we're also in a struggle on wetlands. I 
think we’re doing all right. We've added to 
the wetlands. We’re continuing to purchase 
wetlands. I get into a fight with some—I 
think, some of the people on the extremes 
on wetland. I hear from a lot of farmers and 
a lot of agricultural people who have one lit- 
tle sump on the property for a short period 
of time, and then they’re denied use of that 
land. 

We had one extreme case of a downtown 
parking area where building couldn’t take 
place because it was wet. So we’re trying to 
stand against the extremes, and yet I’m trying 
to live up to this policy, which I believe is 
sound environmental practice, of no net loss 
of wetlands. We're trading and we’re buying. 
And I’m going to continue to support that 
concept. 

I can’t tell you that it’s without a furor be- 
cause some of the groups are saying we're 


not doing enough. I think our record is ? apa 


good in keeping the commitment I made sev- 
eral years ago to no net loss. But I would 
welcome from experts—and I’m surrounded 
by them here—criticism or suggestions as to 
what we could do to further enhance the pol- 
icy without going to the extreme. 

Again, I think sometimes I get nage a? to 
my attention cases where one of our 
regulatory agencies or anotker have 
overinterpreted the law and have kept rea- 
sonable dadauen from taking place. So 
once again, I'll go back to the answer I gave 
over here to the question of hunting: We’re 
trying to find a balanced policy, but the un- 
derpinning of it, in response to your ques- 
tion, no net loss. And that's why we're pur- 
chasing wetlands. 

Sir. 

Q. Mr. President, as you probably know, 
the Central Utah Project is one of the most 
critical issues facing Utah outdoor interests. 
It’s a project which has been repaired, in our 
view, through the mechanisms that have 
been established to meet the wildlife mitiga- 
tion and environmental mitigation require- 
ments. We understand that there is a prob- 
iem with its passage now, and it’s based upon, 
as I understand it, California Senator Sey- 
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mour’s efforts to get you to veto the H.R. 
429 omnibus water bill when it reaches your 
desk if it doesn’t have the amendments he 
wants to serve the California agribusiness in- 
terests. 

We're really interested, sir, in having you 
sign the bill when it gets to your desk and, 
even more, near term, we're interested, if 
you could, sir, in having you work with the 
Senate to get the Senate to assign some con- 
ferees so we can get that thing done during 
this Congress. Could you tell us where you 
are on that? 

The President. Well,-where we are is that 
I don’t know what they're going to send me. 
And therefore, I can’t commit to sign or veto 
until I know exactly what's in it. But in terms 
of the project itself, we have been and will 
continue to be supportive. 

One of the great problems in this job— 
and that’s why I strongly favor the line-item 
veto—is that you are sent under the name 
of, say, sound water practice or sound envi- 
ronmental practice a piece of legislation 
where then you always Sus to balance out 
does the good outweigh the bad. 

But in terms of this project, we are sup- 

rtive. I believe your Senators have been 
a diligently for it. I hope it comes in 
a way that I can strongly endorse that action. 

Q. Mr. President, this is indeed a t 

= You have been in support off the 
ree trade, as evidenced by your support of 
the free trade agreement with Mexico and 
Canada. Therefore, I am sure that you are 
not aware of a U.S. Park Service-sponsored 
monopoly on Lake Powell, a national recre- 
ation area in southern Utah. All commerce 
in a 2,000-square-mile area, including five 
separate marinas in two States, is controlled 
by one company from Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania. The lack of competition creates high 
prices and minimal level of quality service. 
This, I feel, is repressive and is rapidly driv- 
ing many boaters away, thus hurting the ma- 
rine business and restricting free enterprise 
in the State of Utah. Will your second admin- 
istration address these inequities? 

The President. The answer is, your predi- 
cate was correct; I’m not familiar with the 
details of Lake Powell. [Laughter] And thus 
I can honestly dodge having an opinion on 
this particular issue. But no, I believe there 
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should be competition in these matters, if 
that’s what the objection is. But I really don’t 
want to speak on a subject that I should be 
perhaps familiar with but I’m not. But in 
principle, I can’t argue with what I believe 
your question implied was a proper conclu- 
sion. But I just don’t want to comment with- 
out knowing the facts. 

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. I’m here 
representing Safari Club International. And 
we as hunters want to ask you as a hunter, 
and we as citizens: How can we deal with 
the people who want to deny us our Second 
Amendment rights, and how do we answer 
them properly and keep our amendment 
safe? 

The President. | think a lot of it is, and 
this goes back to maybe a fundamental an- 
swer, but a lot is to who you elect to office. 
I think in the local level, in the State legisla- 
tive level, Val’s level, a lot of the decisions 
are made. A lot of them are made at the 
Federal level. But I think you just ought to 
find out and establish whatever candidate at 
whatever level’s commitment to the environ- 
ment, to hunting, to nonhunting, whatever 
it is. 1 know no a way to do it. 

But the idea that we should, in the name 
of the environment, knuckle under to those 
who really want to tie up these assets and 
prohibit hunting and fishing is something 
that I would, will, and have stood up against. 
But I don’t know any other way to r A it other 
than to roll up your sleeve and be sure that 
those topics are covered in whatever election 
it is, every 2-year election or every 4-year 
election. And that’s one good thing about it, 
because everybody has to put into focus his 
or her commitment on a question of that na- 
ture. 

I am not persuaded that there’s a big move 
against the hunter and against the fisherman. 
There’s some groups that are strong, strongly 
vocal. But I do not believe they represent 
the mainstream. And I have had a huntin 
and fishing license as long as I’ve been old 


enough to, and I continue to enjoy sports. 
I’m mainly in the fishing end of things. But 
for fishing and hunting, I just think you have 
to take it to the legislative process. I know 
people are turned off from politics, but that 
doesn’t mean that you withdraw and you pull 
away from it. If anybody should feel Tike 
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withdrawing or pulling away from something, 
I could make a case for the Bush family. 
[Laughter] But I’m not about to do that be- 
cause I do believe in some of the stuff that 
I—problems I’m faced to solve. And I’m 
going to keep on saying what I believe. 

Q. You touched a little bit earlier on the 
situation—kids and the joy that you saw in 
the kids in getting maybe their first experi- 
ence with the outdoors. Could you maybe 
carry that a little bit further and talk about 

our opinion on the—I broke them both. 
[Laughter] Throw them in the lake, put a 
hook on them. [Laughter] Talk about your 
opinion of the correlation between improved 
fishing and hunting and keeping the outdoors 
the way that we all want it, and these kids, 
taking these great kids and turning them into 
adults, and the family values that per- 

aps are created out there, your thoughts on 
the family values. 

The President. I could wax philosophical, 
but they asked me a pointed a understand- 
ably pointed question 2 days ago in Wyo- 
ming. And this one was put against a political 
backdrop of how come I didn’t stay tuned 
into the convention that was going on in New 
York. I put it in terms of the joy that I felt 
fishing with my son in streams of Wyoming. 
He’s grown; he’s from Florida. But it’s hard 
to describe unless you have done it. Ricky 
Clunn that you guys know talked about fol- 
lowing in his underpants behind his father, 
fishing the streams of Oklahoma. I under- 
stand that. And I think most American family 
understand it. Some haven’t had the oppor- 
tunity to do it. 

But it was very easy for me to give an hon- 
est answer that the joy of doing that with 
my son, albeit grown, really surpassed the 
a of the moment. And I think if you 
eel it that strongly, you need to try to convey 
it to the parents and to the families that this 
really is a way that you can strengthen your 
family. 

We talk about family values, and I ho 
not to the extreme on that. But anyone ae 
has fished or hunted or hiked or camped with 
a child knows what I’m talking about. And 
what we have to do, I think, those of us that 
agree with this, is to make clear to the Amer- 
ican people that’s what we’re talking about. 
We're not talking about something that’s self- 
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ish. So when we talk about preserving the 
streams or the lakes for sound fishing prac- 
tice, we’re talking about something that has 
a way of strengthening families. 

I know I’m not particularly articulate on 
this, but I really feel strongly when we talk 
about family that anything you do with your 
kids in the outdoors does nothing but 
strengthen the relationship between the par- 
ents and the kids at a time when—those kids 
that were coming out of that city in South 
Central, in L.A., they'd been denied that. 
And here, even though it wasn’t with their 
parents, they were beginning to get that feel- 
ing of comradeship and of enjoyment and of 
really conversation, if you will, that strength- 
ens, I think, the American family. So it’s so 
hard to describe, but I feel it so strongly. 

Q. Mr. President, as you travel across this 
beautiful Nation, a concern that we have is, 
I would like to know how you feel about it 
when there’s a building that’s sold to a for- 
eign country, a public building, public lands? 
How do you feel, and what can we do about 
our lands and our buildings being sold to the 
Japanese and to foreign countries? We want 
to own our buildings. We want to own all 
of our ground here. How do you feel about 
that? 

The President. I probably differ with you 
on it, because I think investment by the Unit- 
ed States abroad is a sensible thing. I think 
it creates a tremendous amount of jobs in 
America. And I think you've got to look at 
each—I think you have to be sure that no- 
body takes over the United States of Amer- 
ica. But in terms of the percentage of invest- 
ment, much more is held by Britain and Hol- 
land, for example, than the Japanese. 

So I am not one who worries about people 
investing in the United States, particularly if 
it means jobs. I'll tell you an example. The 
BMW people are opening a plant in South 
Carolina. They bought some land, and 
they’re going to create something like 4,000 
to 10,000 jobs building automobiles in the 
United States. Now, they have to have that 
land if they're going to put their plant there. 
And I think that’s good for the United States. 

What I don’t think is good is if it gets into 
the security areas where our defenses and 
our legitimate security needs might be 


pulled 
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Just as I was going to make a profound 
statement here. [Laughter] 

I am not an isolationist. I don’t believe we 
should pull back. I think we have too much 
to offer abroad, and I don’t think we have 


to fear from people competing in this coun- 


So maybe you and I differ on it, but I 
don’t—if you were going to say do you want 
to sell the great wilderness area of Utah to 
some foreign country, no, I don’t want to do 
that. I think we’ve got to be very sure that 
we don’t aimlessly get into something like 
that. 

But in terms of investment in this country, 
I think that means jobs in this country. I don’t 
think it deters from the environment or the 
sporting ability to have the kinds of things 
we're talking about here today in terms of 
hunting, fishing, and outdoor recreation. 

We probably differ, but I think I could 
convince you. I don’t think I have yet. 

Listen, thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9 a.m. in Red 
Butte Gardens. In his remarks, he referred 
to W. Val Oveson, Lieutenant Governor of 
Utah; Roger Porter, Assistant to the President 
for Economic and Domestic Policy; and Rick 
Clunn, champion bass fisherman. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Remarks at Brigham Young 
University in Provo, Utah 


July 18, 1992 


Thank you very much. Thank you all for 
that warm welcome. And may I just single 
out your President. Mr. President—it sounds 
pretty good, doesn’t it, for Rex—but to say 
to Rex Lee that I am delighted to have been 
introduced by him, a man who has served, 
first, his Government with such great distinc- 
tion, integrity, and honor and now serves this 
wonderful university in a position of extraor- 
dinary leadership. 

Allow me for a moment just to acknowl- 
edge Senator Hatch; Governor Norman 
Bangerter, my friend over here; Val Oveson, 
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the Lieutenant Governor; Mayor Joseph Jen- 
kins. And may I just suggest that it is appro- 
priate that I pay and you all pay a special 
tribute to Senator Jake Garn who’s retiring 
this fall, after years of dedicated service to 
Utah and to the entire Nation. And again, 
to President Lee and Provost Hafen and Ron 
Hyde and Dee Andersen, BYU Vice Presi- 
dent, let me just say thank you for inviting 
me here today. More than that, I want to 
thank you for extending an invitation to all 
the Presidential candidates to come to BYU 
and share their views. And this is appropriate, 
the university not pulling back but permitting 
people to have a fair say in this important 
election year. I salute you for that. 

I noticed that on your seal it says that the 
glory of God is intelligence. I would add that 
intelligence and education are absolutely 
necessary to fulfill your democratic obliga- 
tion. So I salute you for your desire to learn 
more about all our candidates and where we 
want to lead this great Nation. 

In this spirit of free speech let me register 
one strongly held view. I want to change 
things. And one thing I want to change is 
the control of the House of Representatives 
in Washington. You talk about change, for 
35 years, 36, one party has controlled that 
one institution, the House of Rep- 
resentatives. Enough of these bank scandals 
and post office scandals. We’ve got to change 
control, and that’s why I want Richard Har- 
rington in the United States Congress. 

Let me say I agree with him on this, and 
with the Senators, that a strong America has 
led the world to change. We have not surren- 
dered one single ounce of our sovereignty. 
We are the leader of the free world, undis- 
puted, on our terms. We’re the United States 
of America. 

You know, BYU is a special place of phys- 
ical beauty and spiritual strength, a place de- 
voted to a simple creed: Enter to wie go 
forth to serve. I happen to believe that there 
is no higher calling than serving humanity. 
So I say thank you for choosing BYU. This 
home of the Cougars feels like my home. And 
thanks for that warm welcome. 

I spent 2 days this past week far away from 
TV and radio, didn’t listen—watch one or lis- 
ten to the other—up in Wyoming, trout fish- 
ing with Secretary of State Jim Baker, and 
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our sons, Jamie and Jeb. But I’m aware that 
something else was going on in America this 
week. Something real important. This is the 
week when all across America, crowds of 

anting, sweating people overran their neigh- 
Suhess video stores. [Laughter] 

From Tallahassee to Tempe, Americans 
turned on their TV and decided they'd rather 
watch “Action Jackson” than listen to—well, 
never mind. Now, look, don’t get the idea 
that this is some kind of partisan attack. Stop 
by Rich’s Video down on Freedom Boulevard 
and I’m sure Rich will tell you, give it to 
you straight. Sales aren’t all that bad during 
the Republican convention either. [Laugh- 
ter] So I want to be fair about this. 

I didn’t get a chance, as I said, to see the 
other party on TV. But I couldn’t help but 
notice one little comment made by one of 
the conventioneers. It was made by a man 
named McGovern. First name, same as mine, 
George. You remember him. Over the years 
Mr. McGovern hasn’t always been my big- 
"g fan. So I was kind of surprised by what 

e said in the newspaper. He called this 
year's Democratic ticket “a Trojan Horse.” 
And he said, and I quote, “They're much 
more liberal underneath and will prove it 
when they're elected.” Now, I know I’ve 
never said this publicly, but, one, they won't 
be elected, wa ¢ George McGovern is an in- 
credibly insightful man. [Laughter] 

You may not believe this, but that’s all I’m 
going to say about the other party. You didn’t 
invite me here to talk about the other side. 
You want to know what I have to offer and 
what I believe and what’s in my heart. Let 
me just start by explaining a little bit about 
where I see America today. 

Here at BYU you like to say that the world 
is your campus, your president telling me 
about the numbers of foreign languages that 
are taught and spoken by the students on 
this campus. Well, that campus, internation- 
ally, has been through incredible change in 
4 years. Because of our leadership, because 
of America’s sacrifice and commitment, mil- 
lions more people breathe free today. When 
you go to bed tonight you can sleep tee 
that we are safer from nuclear destruction. 


Safer than we were a decade ago. Safer than 
we were a year ago. Safer than we were even 
a month ago before I met with Boris Yeltsin 
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in the White House to get rid of some of 
these nuclear weapons. 

But this new world that we live in poses 
new challenges and new opportunities. The 
challenge is this: Can we compete now that 
so many other nations are playing our game? 
It’s a tough question. But since the answer 
is, inevitably, yes, consider the opportunity 
we face: more of the world’s people hungry 
for our products, more of the world’s people 
eager for our services, more good jobs for 
you and all your classmates. 

What do we need to take advantage of this 
opportunity? The same values, the same 
principles, the same ideas that we used to 
change the world. To start, I believe we need 
to get to work today to create more oppor- 
tunity for more people. You can't build a 
home without a hammer, and you can’t build 
a dream without a job. 

Work isn’t just good for our wallets. Work 
elevates us. It teaches us values. It gives us 
purpose. Some people tear down our econ- 
omy, and they say we're second-rate, second- 
class. But keep in mind just a few facts. We 
are still the world’s largest and most vibrant 
economy. We've tamed the lion of inflation. 
And consider this: The last time interest rates 
stayed this low the “Brady Bunch” wasn’t 
even on TV yet. 

Our factories produce a higher percentage 
of the world’s manufactured goods than we 
did 20 years ago. We've emerged as the 
world’s export champion. Last year the Japa- 
nese Government re ta who leads the world 
in 143 critical technology industries. Japa- 
nese firms led in 33 and the United States 
in 43. And J wouldn’t be surprised to learn 
if that report was put together on software 
made right here in Utah. 

But while our economy is growing today, 
it’s not growing fast enough. Many of you 
are working your way through this great uni- 
versity. When you graduate, you don’t want 
to get letters that say, “We'll keep your re- 
sume on file.” You want letters that say, 
“How fast can you get here and take the 
job?” 

I used to run a business and meet a payroll. 
I learned the only way Government can cre- 
ate jobs is to help the people who create jobs. 
That means providing incentives so that busi- 
nesses can create jobs. It means getting our 
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own house in order by making like Paul 
Bunyan and taking an ax to the rotting tree 
that is the Federal budget deficit. 

Governor Norm Bangerter, just back from 
a trip to St. Petersburg, to Russia, came to 
have breakfast this morning. And this is his 
philosophy; it’s the sileneh that Governor 
Bangerter follows and Utah follows. And 
we've got to bring some of that Utah attitude 
to Washington, DC. Like your Governor, we 
need a line-item veto, and we're going to get 
it. We’re going to get the American people 
to insist we have it. Like you, we need a bal- 
anced budget amendment to the Con- 
stitution. And we're going to get that, too. 

Thirty-one times in the past 3 years I’ve 
had to wield my veto pen, many times to 
cut away wasteful Government spending. 
With the help of Senator Orrin Hatch and 
then a new Congress coming in with him, 
we're going to continue to stand on principle 
and protect your pocketbooks. We're going 
to treat wasteful spending the way Carl Ma- 
lone will treat another team’s jump shot in 
Barcelona. We're going to swat it into the 
front row. [Laughter] 

I also believe that we need to restore the 
special values that have carried this Nation 
for 200 years. Americans need to understand 
something that you all know very, very well 
and that your lives epitomize: “No other suc- 
cess can compensate for failure in the home.” 

David O. McKay's words harken back to 
a different age. And today we can fly from 
Paris to New York and arrive earlier than we 
left. [Laughter] But do we too often leave 
behind the difference between right and 
wrong? We can explore a world beyond the 
stars, but do we too often ignore a neighbor 
down the street? We can turn natural ingre- 
dients into miracle medicines, but why do 
we feel the need to turn every argument into 
a lawsuit? 

By the way, I am not going to give up; 
I'm going to continue to fight for legislation 
that puts a stop to all these frivolous lawsuits. 
We need to give doctors the chance to prac- 
tice medicine, dads and moms to coach the 
Little League without worrying that they're 
going to end up in a courtroom every single 
week. 

So where do we get our traditional values? 
Where do we get our traditional values? We 
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learn them in our living rooms and in our 
churches. While religion and families help 
keep our lives together, Government can 
help keep our families together. Government 
can reward work, not welfare dependency. 
Welfare programs can and must encourage 
families not to fall apart, but to stay together. 

Government can and must, in my view, 
give families in Utah and every other State 
the option of deciding where their kids are 
educated. Whether it’s a public school, a pri- 
vate school, or a church school, it doesn’t 
matter. Let the parents choose. That is the 
American way. 

I also believe we need to restore respect 
for the law. Peace in the world, it’s fine, but 
it’s not enough. If people don’t feel safe in 
their own backyard, it doesn’t seem to mat- 
ter. What do you say to an elderly woman 
who watches the Berlin Wall fall on television 
right before her eyes but is afraid to walk 
into her neighborhood grocery store? What 
do you say to kids in our cities who hear of 
the Russians reducing nuclear weapons but 
then have to walk through a metal detector 
at school every single morning? What do you 
say to these Americans? You say, “Enough 
is enough,” and “Let's put an end to the law- 
lessness,” and “Let’s get rid of the drugs.” 
And let’s say “Sayonara” to the crack dealers 
and the criminals. We can help with legisla- 
tion. You can help in your neighborhoods and 
in your local institutions. But let’s pledge to 
make America safe again. 

As you know, this has been an important 
week in American politics for a couple of rea- 
sons. I met a guy in Wyoming yesterday who 
noted that the week I went fishing, one of 
my opponents dropped out of the race. And 
he wondered if I wanted to stay out West 
and bag another trophy hunting next week. 
[Laughter] 

But let me just make a serious observation. 
It’s easy for me to stand here as an incum- 
bent President of the United States and 
apa applaud Ross Perot’s withdrawal from 

e campaign—but to salute the fact that this 
strange political year is suddenly much more, 
quote, normal, unquote. But I can’t do that. 
The fervor of the Perot supporters, of those 
sensational volunteers, transcends politics as 
usual. 
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There was an election in America this sum- 
mer: no ballots cast, no polls open, but a ref- 
erendum took place nonetheless. Nobody 
won, but politics lost. And politics lost be- 
cause it is becoming irrelevant to more and 
more Americans. And for too many people, 
politics is now the opposite of progress. So 
my message to anyone dissatisfied with 
America is this: Don’t quit. Don’t walk away 
from the system. Don’t believe that because 
there’s no protest voice you have no vote at 


Ross Perot’s supporters believe in the 
same ——e in which I believe about cut- 
ting the size of Government, about letting 
parents choose their kids’ day care and high 
schools. And most of all, we agree about the 
need to break the deadlock in Washington, 
DC. 

It is time to say “So long” to politics as 
usual. More than that, it’s high time to shake 
up the system. If you'll excuse just one more 
political observation, you give me a Congress 
that shares my values and your values, and 
you'd see this system not just shaken but rat- 
tled and even rolled. And you will see real 
progress in our great country. 

I know that Provo is one of America’s 
youngest cities. For years, more babies were 
born at Utah Valley Hospital than any other 
hospital in America, more than most hos- 
pitals in the world. I heard from some not- 
so-reliable sources that lately some hospitals 
way up in northern Europe are surpassing 
your birth rates. But I guess that in Utah 
babies are born because of hope. Well, way 
up in northern Europe they are born because 
of hope and weather. [Laughter] 

Now, as I look out on this audience today, 
my guess is you’re probably asking the ques- 
tion that every young generation asks: Will 
the future be bright? Will the dream stay 
alive? And despite all our challenges, I am 
betting on America. And I know you are, too. 
I still believe in America’s capacity to 
confront any challenge and seize any oppor- 
tunity. If we can topple the Berlin Wall and 
if we can reduce the threat of nuclear weap- 
ons and if we can do those things, we can 
build a strong economy. And if we can lift 
that Iron Curtain, we can bring the curtain 
down on immorality and indifference. And 
if we can help people walk free in Eastern 
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Europe, we can take back the streets in the 
United States of America. 

So this then is our mission, and this is our 
crusade. And together I am absolutely con- 
fident that we can get the job done te the 
United States of America. 

God bless you. And may God bless our 
great country. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in 
the Marriott Center. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Ron Hyde, advancement vice presi- 
dent, and Dee Andersen, administrative vice 
president, both of Brigham Young University; 
and the late David O. McKay, president of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints during the 1950’s. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the American Legion 
Boys Nation 


July 20, 1992 


The President. Thanks for the welcome. 
Hey, listen, I came out here to welcome you 
guys to the White House. Well, thank you 
very much. Please be seated, and let’s get 
underway here. But I want to salute the na- 
tional commander of the American Legion, 
who’s done a great job, Dom DiFrancesco, 
and an old friend. I am a legionnaire and 
have been for a long, long time, lifetime 
member. And I have great respect for what 
Dom and Bob Turner, the past national com- 
mander who is with us today and also now 
the assistant director for activities for Boys 
Nation, do. 

The Legion does a lot of good works, and 
I can’t think of any of them that’s better than 
what brings us here today. So let me first 
congratulate all 96 of the outstanding young 
leaders that are here today, representing 48 
States. And I understand that some of you 
come from as far away as Anchorage up in 
Alaska and as near as Falls Church across 
the river. And Reagan DeMas, you absolutely 
have to tell me what life is like in a place 
called Boring, Oregon. [Laughter] Where is 
he? We'll talk about that. 

But anyway, for two of you, the journey 
has taken you even further, all the way from 
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Communist Vietnam. What a moving story 
is Won Lee’s, Nhon Trong Nguyen’s. They 
have a great story to tell, leaving culture and 
country behind to start over, to start afresh 
here in the United States of America. Your 
presence here today reminds us all of Ameri- 
ca’s meaning, of America’s magic. 

We all know that Boys Nation’s alumni 
often go on to do remarkable things. It’s no 
secret that two of America’s great political 
leaders got their start in this organization. I’m 
talking about a former Governor, now our 
Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, 
and I’m talking about a former Congressman, 
now our very able Secretary of Defense, Dick 
Cheney. 

I've held Boys Nation in high regard for 
many years. I remember, maybe Dom does, 
as Vice President about 10 years ago I had 
the honor of greeting some of your prede- 
cessors right here in Washington. Many of 
you were young then, 6 or 7 years old. But 
it’s good to see that our younger generation 
continues to come forward with what the 
whole country sees as model citizens. You've 
reason to be proud of your accomplishments, 
and I hope that you're going to continue to 
achieve great things for our country. 

Right now the country is focusing on some 
big questions: how America can compete and 
win in the global economy; how we'll educate 
our citizens and do it better, do it different, 
but educate our citizens for a new century; 
and how we'll open opportunity to all Ameri- 
cans and then preserve one Nation under 
God. Big issues, every one of them. We've 
got to realize that the solution for every one 
of these challenges literally starts close to 
home. 

The question is this—and I’ve heard this 
from the mayors of urban America; I've 
heard it from everyone—can we stop the as- 
sault on the American family? Can we 
strengthen the family, help parents pass on 
the moral code and character that goes with 
it and sustain us as a Nation? And so today, 
when you're focusing on college and career, 
let me share a little advice from someone 
whose next experience with the teens won't 
come until I actually hold in my arms my 
13th grandchild. 

What will matter years from now won't be 
what you achieve or how much you earn or 
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even what honors are showered on you along 
the way. What matters will be the kind of 
parent you've been, the kind of kids that 
you've raised. It all comes down to family. 
So today I want to salute the mothers and 
fathers who are here, every parent back 
home bursting with pride in you just because 
you're here, what you've achieved. 

I also understand that while you're here 
in Washington you’re going to be participat- 
ing in your mock congress. I won’t touch that 
one. [Laughter] But whether you end up in 
Congress or in front of the classroom or as 
leaders in business, your efforts and your 
skills will be absolutely vital to our country’s 
continued success. 

George Washington once challenged us to 
raise a standard to which the wise and honest 
can repair. And as a Nation, our crusade is 
this: We must continue to defend our Na- 
tion’s liberty and interest, and we must con- 
tinually seek solutions to our country’s ills, 
to refine this great democracy our forefathers 
created. 

So let me urge you: Maintain your commit- 
ment to our country. Find ways to serve your 
neighbors and solve the problems of your 
communities. It cannot be done entirely from 
Washington, DC. Continue to spread the 
word about the benefits of our great system 
of democratic capitalism, and keep your eye 
on the greatest prize of all, ensuring that our 
country remains out there on the cutting 
edge, that America continues to be the exam- 
ple the whole world holds in awe. Believe 
me, the whole world still holds us in awe. 

America is now and always will be the one 
Nation that the entire world looks to for lead- 
ership. America is now and always will be 
a country whose purpose and values, whose 
global mission and economic success contin- 
ues to be the success story of our time. And 
it’s no secret why that’s so. Throughout our 
history, individuals, achievers, people just 
like you have made it so. 

America is now and always will be a rising 
Nation. And we'll remain strong. We will suc- 
ceed as long as young people like yourselves 
continue to support and advance the values 
upon which our success is based and, really, 
upon which this wonderful program, Dom, 
is based. 
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So keep up the great work. Congratula- 
tions on what you have already achieved. But 
there’s a great challenge lying out there 
ahead of each and every one of you. So good 
luck, and may God bless you all. And may 
God bless our wonderful country. 

Now, what I thought we'd do is take a few 
— and then go—how we're going to 

o this—I never saw so many hands up. 

Shoot. 

Q. Mr. President, was the primary reason 
that you vetoed the motor voter bill the fact 
that it would increase the number of poor 
and young voters, groups in which you — 
little strength? If not, can we have a brief 
explanation? 

The President. No, that had nothing to 
do with the veto of the bill. States have the 
right to set their own registration; everybody 
has a way to register. It has nothing to do 
with the poor and the young. Frankly, I think 
we're going to do very well with the young 
and, hopefully, with the poor. What it has 
to do, though, is with guarding against cor- 
ruption of the voting process, and that’s why 
I vetoed it. 

Q. Mr. President, my question to you is, 
throughout your term previous to the Rod- 
ney King verdict and the L.A. riots in particu- 
lar, your support for Secretary Jack Kemp’s 
programs in the areas of housing and urban 
development appeared to come very reluc- 
tantly. Yet you approved genercus emer- 
gency expenditures to help provide relief for 
the desperate situation at hand. If elected 
to a second term, do you plan to increase 
Government funding for the HUD pro- 
grams? 

The President. The answer is no, but the 
answer is I’ve been diligently for the pro- 
gram. The program is mine. I’m the Presi- 
dent; I set the program. Kemp has been a 
superb advocate for homeownership, for en- 
terprise zones, for the things that we believe 
really would have helped avoid some of the 
crisis in the cities. So I have been advocating 
it and supporting it and introducing it in the 
Congress all along. 

Even after the riots we had the Mayor of 
Los Angeles here, Tom Bradley; the Gov- 
ernor of the State; Peter Ueberroth, who is 
trying to bring jobs into the center city; they 
all supported strongly the enterprise zone. 
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And it took weeks to get that passed even 
in the face of the riots. 

So now, in terms of will I increase spend- 
ing, I can’t pledge that. I don’t want to be 
in any false colors. I want these programs 
there to bring jobs in the private sectors into 
the city. I want our “Weed and Seed” pro- 
gram, which is weeding out the criminal ele- 
ments and then seeding the areas with hope 
and opportunity, to pass. But there’s another 
big problem facing this country, and it is the 
deficit. I know that this is the year when ev- 
erybody promises, I’m going to do this for 
that, each little interest group, each big inter- 
est group being pledged and promised to, 
but I can’t do that because I am determined 
to fight to get this deficit down. 

So we've got good programs, and I think 
they'd make an enormous difference in the 
cities, and I hope you all can support them. 

Q. The economic plan that Bill Clinton 
unveiled at the Democratic National Con- 
vention last week is rapidly gaining support. 
What flaws do you see in his plan as you 
compare it to your own? 

T President. Well, I don’t think it’s rap- 
idly gaining too much support. What I see 
is a program that does not address itself to 
the deficit, and I'll have a lot more to say 
about that later on. I think we've got to get 
the deficit down. I don’t think you need to 
go raise taxes on people right now. I think 
that’s a big mistake. I think it’s counter- 
productive. When you analyze the program, 
they have this expression around here, smoke 
and mirrors. You're going to save it all by 
eliminating overhead, eliminating waste, and 
there’s billions of dollars that is earmarked 
to do that. And I just don’t think that’s prac- 
tical. 

So when the campaign comes on, there’s 
going to be a very serious comparative analy- 
sis on our part. I don’t think the program 
is gaining strength. He had one that was 
quite different a few months ago and now, 
just in time for the convention, out comes 
another one. But both of them result in tax- 
ing. 

You see, I think the Government is spend- 
ing too much, and that’s why I had to answer 
this question here like that. I don’t think peo- 
ple are taxed too little. I don’t think that's 
the problem. So we're going to have a big 
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difference on the economic approach. Our 
economic incentives are out there. They're 
strong, and they’re good. 

Q. Regarding the United States and Mex- 
ico free trade agreement, don’t you think that 
if it was passed that the standard of livin 
in the Southwest United States will drop an 
it would also result in more unemployment? 
Also, what are the short and long-term goals 
you hope to achieve by having this free trade 
agreement? 

The President. I’m convinced that 
NAFTA, the North American free trade 
agreement, will increase the standard of liv- 
ing on both sides of the border. I am abso- 
lutely convinced that it will increase jobs for 
Americans. Look at what happened when we 
entered into the deal with Canada. Business 
is way up in both ways, trade going both 
ways. The same thing will happen in Mexico. 
And I am afraid that in the Mexican case 
in some of the opposition there is some dis- 
crimination against our southern neighbor. 

I don’t care whether it’s good politics or 
bad politics, I’m going to work for ee trade. 
I want to see the NAFTA agreement passed, 
and I am absolutely convinced that it will 
mean more jobs for Americans and good 
jobs. The argument is, well, all the companies 
will flee to Mexico. That’s not true; they 
could do that now. There are many reasons 
that companies place investment where they 
do. 

NAFTA is only going to increase Mexico’s 
ability to import goods. It’s going to increase 
their standard of living, which will bring re- 
lief to our borders out near San Diego where 
you have immigration going across the way. 
It will give them the wherewithal to have bet- 
ter environmental standards, and it will give 
more jobs to the United States because our 
exports, which have already gone up substan- 
tially, will go up more. 

So I’m for free trade. I’m not for protec- 
tion. I’m not for promising one thing out in 
Detroit and then trying to deny that it was 
said some other part of the country. 

Q. Mr. ediionk I would like to ask you 
with regard to education, do you think that 
a national standard achievement test at the 
lower grade levels would be a good way to 
gauge how well our education system is 


doing? 
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The President. Yes, and part of our pro- 
gram feels that a national system of volunteer 
testing would be good. That's part of our pro- 
posal. I emphasize the ad volunteer be- 
cause I still believe that your community 
should really control the curriculum and the 
hours and the teacher’s pay and whatever it 
is. 

Most people forget that about 6 percent, 
I believe it is, of funding on education is at 
the Federal level, our level, and 90-some per- 
cent is where it belongs at the local and State 
level. 

But this concept of testing is a good one. 
I think kids need to know where they stand 
with others across the country; parents have 
the right to have that information. But I em- 
phasize it should be on a voluntary basis. 

Let’s get in the back rows, back here. 

Oh, the man’s bringing gifts. Come right 
up. 

Q. I'd like to present this to you on behalf 
of Boys Nation. 

The President. Thanks a lot. Now we’re 
talking. This is great. Thank you very much, 
Steve. 

Q. Mr. President, I’m a student of the 
middle class, and there’s an ever-increasing 
problem with the students that I represent 
that we simply do not have the funds to at- 
tend the colleges of our choices to take the 
leadership roles in Government. What can 
you tell the students of the middle class to 
affirm the fact that the buck does stop here, 
and you're taking a leadership position in our 
plight to have affordable jo Sa education? 

The President. I can tell them that the 
best thing that we can do there is to get the 
whole economic system moving. I can tell 
them that we've increased re for that 


kind of student loan program, and we've just 
got to keep doing it to support those that 
need scholarships. A big problem is, when 
you're operating at these enormous deficits, 
you can’t go out and “seco to increase 


spending beyond which we've already in- 
creased it. I’m the guy that has the plan. The 
buck does stop here. We have increased pro- 
grams for the funding for student loans, con- 
trary to some of the political—I can’t wait 
for this campaign to start to go after some 
of the things I’m hearing out there. But we've 
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just got to keep going on it, and we will do 
our very best. 

Way in back here. Yes. 

Q. Mr. President, I’d just like to commend 
you on your fine foreign policy. But the ques- 
tion I pose to you is this: Do you feel the 
only way we can have a strong foreign policy 
is pumping the billions of dollars that we do 
into other countries’ economy? Being a visi- 
tor to Washington, DC, we took a bus ride, 
and we drove through the Capital City, and 
I saw some of the most depressed and pov- 
erty-stricken areas I’ve ever seen. Why can’t 
we bring some of that foreign policy money 
home to where it belongs in our Nation? 

The President. Well, I'll tell you, maybe 
you've missed the fact that we’ve cut the de- 
fense budget substantially. We can’t cut the 
muscle of defense. We're not going to do 
that. I stood here with Boris Yeltsin and did 
something that affected the lives of every- 
body here, everybody here. We worked out 
the most historic nuclear arms reduction 
package that’s ever happened, thus reducing 
the fear of nuclear war that some of you guys 
may have grown up with when you were 
younger. The pressure has been bled off. 

We have to keep a strong defense. We 
have cut the defense budget by billions of 
dollars, and we'll continue to look at it as 
the world changes. But we can’t cut into the 
muscle of it. 

Secondly, in terms of foreign aid, it’s al- 
ways been unpopular. There’s always a guy 
that says, “Don’t do that abroad. Do it all 
at home.” And that’s a mood out there in 
this country. But it is in our interests, human- 
itarian interest, to help people abroad. It’s 
the United States that always has taken the 
lead. As long as I’m President, we'll continue 
to take the lead. But we are going to have 
to try to do these things that will forestall 
our need to use military action. 

That’s the reason, rationale, for it. But lis- 
ten, I understand the desire to have more 
at home, and yet, again, I’m not going to 
please everybody by saying we’re going to in- 
crease spending on one program or another. 
We've got a good budget. Spending has gone 
dramatically up. But we've got to hold the 
line on it now. We've got to get the deficit 
down. 
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Q. Mr. President, I was wondering, isn’t 
it disheartening that all of your actions are 
either maligned, belittled, or ignored by the 
national media? 

The President. Now we're talking here. 
Those back here are not smiling, those be- 
yond those with the red and white shirts. 
Look, you’ve got to take it in life. Nobody 
ever said it would be a bed of roses. I found 
that over the years in politics or in business 
or whatever it is. 

I have a very quiet confidence when I take 
my case to the American people that things 
will work out. But to be very Saiel, it’s not 

leasant. It’s not pleasant. The one I don’t 
ike the most is when they go after your fam- 
ily, try to make corruption out of a family 
that’s been honorable and decent. I don’t like 
it when they do that kind of thing. 

But they've got their job to do; I’ve got 
mine to do. I’m not going to be lished on 
into anything by a lot of that kind of press. 
When we get into the campaign, I will try 
to draw the distinctions between myself and 
the opponents. I'll try to put out the positive 
aspects of our record: the war on crime; the 
fact that we’ve got a sound, revolutionary 
education program; what we’re trying to do, 
in answer to your question, about bringing 
homeownership and hope into the cities; the 
fact that we’ve got the best health care re- 
form of anybody up there, sitting right there, 
languishing, and the fact that we've got a pro- 
gram that if we could only get this Congress 
to work on it would do something for health 
care. 

So we've got the programs. Now, the fact 
that that’s not resonating and the press seems 
to be critical, that changes. I go Back to ’88, 
and I remember a great reporter for the New 
York Times—I don’t know what he’s doing 
now, but I think he’s gone onto greater 
things—saying, “dogged by Iran-Contra, the 
President a a in Iowa today.” They've al- 
ways got some kind of sensationalist thing. 

But the facts are the programs are sound. 
I hope that I will pass the test of commitment 
to country. I am proud, as I told Dom earlier, 
of having served my country. I believe that 
what we've accomplished around the world 
is substantial, major, the ending of the cold 
war. I think what we did with Yeltsin, getting 
rid of these ICBM’s, I happen to think it’s 
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it in the press. 

I didn’t listen—I’ve got to confess to you 
guys, I did not listen to the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention. I was fishing. I suppose 
I could have turned on a radio, but I just 
didn’t feel inclined to do it. But there was 
no mention, I am told retrospectively, of the 
major accomplishments that the American 
rs and this administration has made in 

ringing peace to the world and standing up 
against aggression in the process, setting an 
example. So when I said in my remarks, peo- 
ple look to the United States for leadership, 
they do, but that has no resonance. I think 
it will. I think every family in America in their 
hearts know that we are in a less-threatened 
position. 

I loved it when I’m told that my opponent, 
one of them I guess, at the convention said, 
“Well we've changed the world. Now let's 
change America.” Hey, a Democratic can- 
didate dropped out of the race for plagiarism 
last year. This is a comment that I’ve been 
saying, and now we’re trying to get it done. 
We have changed the world. Now let’s 
change America. Use that same leadership. 

And parenthetically, if you want to know 
what I think really needs to be changed, it 
is the control of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. We have had the same control 
of Congress, same control in the House since 
1956, maybe earlier. They talk about institu- 
tions changing; Presidents have changed, dif- 
ferent parties; the Senate has changed. The 
one institution, those who know how to run 
the bank and the post office up there, haven't 
changed for 36 years. We are going to take 
that case to the American people. 

Q. My question to you concerns us as 
young Americans. When we get out of col- 
lege and university, how are we going to be 
assured as qualified Americans that there will 
be jobs for us to pursue our careers as citi- 
zens? 

The President. One, the economy is im- 
proving. Not near enough. It is growing. You 
wouldn’t hear that—I keep citing a statistic 
that 92 percent of the economic news has 
been negative as you analyze it. They've got 
this group that analyzes the new coverage. 
A tremendous percentage, 60 percent, think 
the economy’s getting worse. A lot of people 
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are hurting, but the overall national economy 
is growing, not near enough. 

What I want to do is stimulate it to grow 
more. That was what was behind and still 
remains behind an incentive program that 
encourages buying homes; that encourages 
getting the deficit down; that encourages 
changing the, this is technical, but the IRA 
rules; that encourages an investment tax al- 
lowance to stimulate the investment in 
equipment that actually brings jobs. So jobs 
are being created, not fast enough. 

If I can get the American people to give 
the strong support in Congress for the eco- 
nomic program, I believe that’s the best guar- 
antee of jobs for people. It is not going to 
be Government-created jobs, by the Govern- 
ment getting into the private sector. I oppose 
that. This idea of an industrial policy where 
the Government should pick the winners and 
losers is wrong. What we ought to do is in- 
crease the R&D credits so you stimulate the 
research that has made this country a job- 
creating country. 

So that’s the program that I'll be taking 
to the American people. 

Q. Being that AIDS cases—being so epi- 
demic, do you have any national plans to in- 
form the public and get the AIDS cases down 
so it doesn’t keep rising? 

The President. The question is on AIDS 
cases being so epidemic. Absolutely. We 
asked for $4.9 billion. We’ve been spending 
at the rate of about $4.3 billion on AIDS. 
That’s about 10 times as much as on, say, 
cancer, per case. We have got to educate the 
American people, and I’m trying to do that. 
We've got to demonstrate compassion. We 
have got to go against behavior that causes 
AIDS. Education. AIDS is one disease that 
can’t be totally controlled by behavior but 
some of it can, dirty needles, for example. 
So we've got to win that drug fight. We have 
got the biggest and best research, by far, pro- 
gram of any country in the world. 

I had a couple of the top specialists in here 
the other day, Dr. Fauci at NIH. And they 
are encouraged in what that research will 
bring. Some of you are—well, none of you 
were alive when they discovered the Salk vac- 
cine for polio, but that’s the line they're ap- 
proaching it, our great research labs. I am 
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somewhat optimistic about achieving a major 
iendialivonsh in that. 

But in the meantime, we've got to speak 
with compassion. We've go to demonstrate 
the concern that we all feel in our hearts 
about this. We've got to be sure that we do 
the utmost we can in research. And then 
we've got to all speak out in terms of the 
behaviors that cause AIDS in some cases, not 
all, but in some cases. I plan to continue to 
do that. 

But it’s a national problem. It’s one where 
we really—it’s heartbreak hill. It’s just every- 
body in one way or another has a friend that’s 
touched with this. We just simply have to 
win this fight, and I’m optimistic we will. 

Listen, I gather they're telling me we’re 
out of here. But we only got about four per- 
cent of the questions, I think. Bui thank you 
very, very much. And I wish we didn’t have 
to go. Thank you all. And good luck to all 
of you. We're very, very proud of you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:32 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. During 
the question-and-answer session, Steve Ken- 
nedy, Mississippi representative and sec- 
retary of the senate for Boys Nation, pre- 
sented the President with a polo shirt. 


e Disease 


Proclamation 6459—Lym 
Awareness Week, 1992 


July 20, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


At a time when millions of Americans are 
taking advantage of warm summer weather 
to enjoy hiking, gardening in the backyard, 
and other outdoor activities, it is fitting that 
we remind ourselves of the health threat 
= by Lyme disease. Discovered in 1975 

y a rheumatologist who noted a high inci- 
dence of arthritis among patients living in 
wooded areas in and near Lyme, Connecti- 
cut, Lyme disease is a potentially debilitating 
bacterial infection that is transmitted to hu- 
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mans by the bite of a very small tick. These 
ticks feed primarily on deer and mice—al- 
though they may also be found on cats, dogs, 
and birds—and individuals who work or play 
in wooded, brushy areas are prime targets 
for tick bites. 


While it is most prevalent in the coastal 
Northeast and in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
northern California, and Oregon, Lyme dis- 
ease has been reported in almost every State. 
Hence, all Americans should be aware of the 
importance of prevention and early detec- 
tion. 


Persons who spend time in wooded areas 
are advised to take precautions against being 
bitten by the tick that carries Lyme disease. 
These measures include using tick repellents, 
avoiding long grass or brush, covering up well 
with light-colored slacks and long-sleeved 
shirts, and carefully examining oneself for 
ticks after returning from the out-of-doors. 


Early symptoms of Lyme disease may in- 
clude a red, bull’s-eye-shaped rash at the site 
of the tick bite, headache, low-grade fever, 
joint pain, and fatigue. ~sediert. when the 
disease is detected early, most persons re- 
spond well to treatment with antibiotics. If 
left undetected, however, Lyme disease can 
lead to chronic arthritis and to serious prob- 
lems of the nervous system and heart. There- 
fore, persons who are at risk of contracting 
Lyme disease and who exhibit symptoms are 
urged to consult their physician. 


Federal agencies such as the National In- 
stitutes of Health and the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control, along with numerous physi- 
cians and scientists in the private sector, are 
continuing the fight against Lyme disease. 
Researchers are developing more reliable di- 
agnostic laboratory tests, as well as new 
therapies for the disease. They are also mak- 
ing progress toward a vaccine while studying 
new ways to eradicate the tick-borne oe 
terium that causes Lyme disease. 


In support of these efforts, the Congress, 
by Public Law 102-319, has designated the 
week beginning July 26, 1992, as “Lyme Dis- 
ease Awareness Week” and has requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this week. 
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Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning July 26, 
1992, as Lyme Disease Awareness Week. I 
encourage all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate programs and activities in 
order to enhance their understanding of 
Lyme disease. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-two, and of the Independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the two hundred and 
seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:18 p.m., July 20, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on July 22. 
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Statement on the Resi 
Vaclav Havel as Presi 
Czechoslovakia 


July 20, 1992 


Today President Vaclav Havel resigned 
from his post as the President of the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic. President 
Havel is one of the outstanding statesmen 
of our time, and we regret his departure. 
President Havel’s courage has come to sym- 
bolize the determination of all the peoples 
of Eastern Europe to reject communism and 
to accept the challenges of the transition to 
democracy and a free market economy. He 
energized, as he once wrote, “the power of 
the powerless.” President Havel has made a 
historic and heroic contribution to the cause 
of freedom. We are confident he will con- 
tinue to do so whatever the future may bring. 


The future of the Czech and Slovak Fed- 
eral Republic is up to its people. We will 
respect their decision and are confident it 
will be peaceful, cooperative, and demo- 
cratic. We look forward to sustaining our tra- 
ditionally close relations with its people. 
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Exchange With Reporters on the 
South Lawn 


July 21, 1992 


Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, have you heard anythin 
about Saddam Hussein being sth et 

The President. I only saw a wire service 
report. And they have no confirmation of that 
at all. 

Q. Is the U.S. ready to turn up the heat 
on Iraq again, Mr. President? 

The President. We want Iraq to comply 
with the United Nations resolution. And we 
are insisting that they comply with the U.N. 
resolution. But I know nothing about the 
other at all. 


Note: The exchange began at 10:20 a.m., 
prior to the President's le for Phila- 
delphia, PA. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at the Presidential Open 
Forum on Educational Choice in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

July 21, 1992 


The President. Before taking your ques- 
tions let me just make a few brief comments. 
The first, of course, is to say how very, very 
pleased I am to be here, and secondly, to 
thank Maria for that extraordinarily personal 
and generous and kind welcome and intro- 
duction; to say to Kelly Geiger, I’m glad he’s 
not running for President this year—[laugh- 
ter|—articulate guy that he is. But I was most 
moved, as I told His Eminence, by Kelly's 
presentation and by Maria’s introduction. 

I want to say how pleased I was to be here 
for the lovely grace, most appropriately said 
before our meeting here ode May I salute 
His Eminence Cardinal Bevilacqua and sa- 
lute him for his leadership in adlied for the 
broad principle that kids ought to be able 
to choose the school that they attend. It is 
a sound principle, and I support it strongly. 

Our “GI bill” for children is not conceived 
out of denigration for the public school sys- 
tem. Indeed, the way our proposal works, it 
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would enhance and strengthen the public 
schools, as well as providing choice for the 
families that want to send their kids to paro- 
chial schools, to private schools, be they reli- 
gious or not. 

So we've got a good proposal. I support 
it all the way, and I will fight for it. I believe 
that it will make all schools better, not just 
those that are selected by the people who 
participate in this marvelous program. 

I also want to salute Lamar Alexander, the 
former Governor of the State of Tennessee, 
an outstanding Secretary of Education who 
is not afraid to take on the educational estab- 
lishment because he knows and I know that 
in the program we have, a program called 
America 2000, we are on the right track in 
terms of offering the best possible education 
to every kid in this country. We literally want 
to revolutionize education and bring the con- 
trol and participation as close as possible to 
the families, as close as possible to the local 
communities. That’s the rationale behind 
what I think is the best and boldest new edu- 
cation program that’s been ever conceived 
for our country. Again, I want to take that 
case to the American people. 

We've made some progress in education, 
but we've got to do more. We have six na- 
tional education goals that we've set out, and 
it ranges all the way from Head Start, support 
for that, all the way up to the fact that no 
one’s too old to learn. Lamar talked me into 
demonstrating that no one is too old to learn, 
and I’ve learned now how to turn on my com- 
— and I am making dramatic headway. 

Laughter] I refuse to take on any of these 
kids, however, in computer science. But 
we've got a good program, and it fits nicely 
into the values that I believe the church here 
epitomizes. 

One last conclusion and then I’ll take your 
mee I met today with some mayors 
rom various communities across the country, 
the Mayor of New Orleans, a large city, the 
Mayor of a tiny town of Herne, Texas, down 
in my part of the world. They got onto this 
subject of family values, something that Kelly 
talked about I thought in a most articulate 
way, something that, obviously, His Emi- 
nence stands for, and it’s something we've 
been talking about at our table over here. 
I remembered not just this meeting but a 
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meeting I had with the other mayors from 
the National League of Cities. They told me, 
as this group did today, that the major worry 
that they have in terms of cities, the major 
thing that contributes to crime in the cities 
or lack of discipline or disorder is the decline 
of the American family. We have got to find 
ways to strengthen it. 

In this audience, obviously, I’m preaching 
to the choir. I’m talking to people that live 
these values, in churches that stand for the 
values. But it is very, very important that we 
find ways to improve, to help families restore 
those great family values of discipline and 
respect and order, and respect for one’s par- 
ents, and right from wrong, and the vi oo 
that, I’ll be honest, a lot of us, my generation, 
just took for granted simply. But now we’ve 
got to find ways as citizens, as people in- 
volved in politics, whether you’re President 
of the United States or someone in the local 
spectrum here, to do what we can to 
strengthen the family values. 

When Kelly spoke from his heart as he 
did, it made a tremendous impression on me. 
There’s an awful lot of good out here in this 
country, an awful lot to be proud of, an awful 
lot to respect. We’re in a funny time now 
where it’s fashionable to tear down our coun- 
try or to offer some theory that we’ve been 
wrong in the past. But when it comes to val- 
ues, when it comes to education, I think that 
we must turn to where our strength is, and 
that is helping improve the family, but it is 
also in our faith. I won’t ever forget as long 
as I’m President, Lincoln talked about going 
to his knees in prayer. I'll also not forget that 
we are one Nation under God, and that’s 
something we must never forget. 

We have these wandering microphone 
holders here. I don’t know how they were 
selected for this awesome responsibility. But 
nevertheless, somebody stick their hand up, 
and we'll just take a few questions before I 
have to go on to New Jersey. 

All right, don’t be shy. Kelly, come on, you 
ask—let me just—we’re encouraging this. 
Here we are, right here, sir. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is John Nich- 
olas. I’m a police officer in the city of Phila- 
delphia. All my children attend Catholic 
school, both elementary and high school. My 
concern is not so much with the present gen- 
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eration footing the bill for education our- 
selves, but how about for our children’s chil- 
dren? When I attended Catholic school the 
tuition was next to nothing. I was able to 
work it off cleaning up after events like this 
at high school. My children are fortunate to 
have a mother and father who place this im- 
portance where it should be, and we pay for 
it. What I’m looking at is my children’s chil- 
dren. It’s just not going to be affordable at 
that time. 

They’re our future. And I am pleased to 
see that your interest in the investment in 
the future of our country is with the support 
of this “GI bill.” I thank you. 

The President. Well, we’re going to con- 
tinue to support it, Officer. vil tell you, I 
am not pessimistic about the economic fu- 
ture. One of the things we must do—and set 
aside for a minute this question of edu- 
cational choice—one of the things we must 
do is succeed in our overall approach to qual- 
ity education. The way we are going to guar- 
antee the future for your kids and those that 
follow is going to be to have an economic 
environment, an economic environment in 
this country where people can get jobs. 

We've been through this long, slow reces- 
sion. We're growing a little bit now as a coun- 
try. In my view, we are poised for a good 
recovery. Our interest rates are down; infla- 
tion is down, and all of this. But to succeed, 
to really compete in the world, we are goin 
to have to succeed in achieving by the a 
of this decade our six educational goals. I 
think we can do it. If we do, we’re going 
to be able to compete. We'll have better jobs, 
and we’re going to be able to sell more 
abroad. Exports have saved us, incidentally, 
in this slow, anemic time, a time of anemic 
economic growth. 

So as I look at how to answer the questions 
to your kids coming along, one of ; wa has 
got to be success in achieving these six na- 
tional educational goals. Then, of course, a 
part of that is school choice; a part of that 
is encouraging every way we can excellence 
in education. 

We've got good programs to increase the 
math and science. I was only half kidding 
when I mentioned the computer. We are not 
going to succeed and compete abroad if we 
don’t do better in math and science. Lamar 
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has pushed through some very strong support 
for those who are studying and teaching in 
math and science. So we can make it, but 
we've got to go along and succeed in our 
goals here. 

Yes, sir. 

Q. Hi, Mr. President. I hate to sound like 
Barbara Walters, but I need to know. Where 
is the money coming from? Is it going to be 
taken out of taxes? Because we’re so much 
in debt, and you’re posing this bill; I’m just 
curious as to where the money is coming 
from. 

The President. The money is coming 
from a regular appropriation if we can get 
it passed. It will start as a $500 million dem- 
onstration program, and it’s figured into our 
budget so it will not increase the deficit. It 
will come through the regular appropriations 
process in the Congress if we can get the 
United States Congress to think new 
thoughts. 

The problem is many that control the edu- 
ona establishment in Washington are in 
the grips of a very powerful union, the NEA. 


If you'll excuse me one political comment, 
it seems to be an arm of the 5, wpe party. 


They are not thinking anew. They are fight- 
ing us on school choice, and many of the 
Congressmen just don’t want to stand up 
against that. 

But it doesn’t matter what party you're in, 
we've got to get the programs through. Then, 
if it gets passed, it is already covered under 
our budget, so it won't add to the deficit. 
That’s the way it will come, regular appro- 
priations. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Mary 
Meehan. I’m the mother of eight children, 
and my seventh one is with me today. Any- 
way, I thank you, and I’m honored to be here. 
But I wanted to ask you a question on mid- 
dle-income families. Many things and pro- 
grams are available for low-income families 
who are below the poverty level. But there 
are many, many people who are in that mid- 
dle income, and it’s such a broad spectrum: 
low middle, middle middle, and high middle 
income. Where is the cutoff for some of these 
people? 

I’ve had all my children through private 
school, private colleges—only have three out 


so far—but anyway, there’s a lot of people 
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who need money, $20,000 a year for a college 
education. How can they afford it even if 
they make $40,000 a year? It’s a lot for these 
people. We've got to reach them for you; 
you ve got to reach them. They’re the needy. 

The President. You're right. And this pro- 
gram that we're talking about here today, 
there is no means testing. A family like yours 
would be covered. A family like yours who, 
you know, hard-working people and want to 
have this question of choice, that $1,000 
would go to the family. As His Eminence 
said, it isn’t a question of church and state 
being involved here; we’re talking about to 
the family. 

Let me give you an example of how this 
would work, and this goes back into history. 
When I got out of the Navy a thousand years 
ago, I participated in what was called the GI 
bill. They didn’t say to me, you can have this 
money to go to a certain kind of school, a 
public university or a parochial or private 
university. You can go wherever you want. 

That has benefited the public universities. 
Most people that look back and analyze par- 
ticipation in the GI bill will tell you that the 
competition that came from this benefited 
the public university. That same principle of 
choice and no means testing will apply to this 
program that we're talking about now. So you 
would get some relief. That doesn’t answer 
how you cope with the other costs, but in 
terms of this educational “GI bill” for chil- 
dren, the middle class that you’re talking 
about would be covered. 

Yes, way back there, Father. 

Q. Mr. President, Father John McGown, 
St. Peter the Apostle Parish. We have a 
school, and it’s mostly lower income people, 
and it’s mostly Hispanic and black people. 
I don’t want you to get the impression that 
most Catholic schools are upper middle class 
or wealthy people. But most of our Catholic 
schools were founded to take care of the im- 
migrants and minorities. Today we’re finding 
it very discouraging that a lot of these people 
cannot afford it. I’m just wondering if you, 
as President—I know you have a lot of power 
and a lot of clout—[laughter] 

The President. Don’t count on it, Father. 
[Laughter] It’s not the way it appears, man. 
[Laughter] 
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Q. We've gone through fighting with the 
legislature in Pennsylvania, and as His Emi- 
nence said, we were like sabotaged. And I 
just fear the Supreme Court, the legislature. 
You can’t pray anymore in public schools, 
and the way life is going, it looks like every- 
body is pro-death instead of pro-life. You get 
very discouraged. I really hope this is not just 
a promise. I really hope that—is this really, 
does this have muscle to it? Can you and 
your people really pass this, or are we being 
given another dream? 

The President. I’m not sure I can answer 
in the affirmative. I can tell you we are totally 
committed. I can’t guarantee you that this 
Congress, sitting there as it is, will pass it. 
We all need to get behind it. But I can guar- 
antee you I am going to clearly take this case 
to the American people this fall, get it in 
focus, and have that a part of the ingredient 
upon which people vote. 

I am determined not to bring into this 
lovely school arena, gymnasium, or whatever 
wonderful auditorium we're in a lot of par- 
tisan politics. But here is an issue upon which 
I have a distinct difference with my oppo- 
nent. I will be making that case, not in a 
negative way but saying, here’s what I am 
for; here’s what I am going to fight for. If 
you believe in this, you ought to vote not 
only for me but for Members of the United 
States Congress whose support is going to 
be necessary to pass this legislation. 

But the reason I have to hedge a little on 
the question is, I'll be honest with you, we’re 
moving into a very political environment in 
Washington, and I don’t know whether this 
Congress is going to take up and support this 
legislation now or not. I’m going to challenge 
them to do that, but we'll see if they do it. 
But that’s the one good thing about an ugly 
election year; you get it in focus. Right now 
it’s not. I don’t think every American is think- 
ing, am I for the “GI bill” or not? I’ve got 
to do a better job making them know that 
this is an issue. 

But the good thing is that will be clearly 
a distinction between candidates for Presi- 
dency, for Congress, and the American peo- 
ple will decide. Then you move early; you 
move quick with that mandate ringing in the 
ears of the Congress to get it passed. I think 
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it will be held over. I hope we can get it 
done soon. 

Q. Thank you for coming, Mr. President. 
May I introduce myself as Dorothy 
Czarnecki. I’m the mother of a 16-year-old 
with Down’s syndrome, and I’m also a physi- 
cian who’s been practicing in this area, ob- 
stetrics and gynecology, for 30 years. I know 
as well as you know that no matter what we 
do in the area of genetics, no matter how 
many genes we transplant, no matter how 
much reproductive freedom we give women, 
we're always going to be faced with handi- 
capping conditions. 

My first question of two is: What are we 
doing about the status of 94142; are we put- 
ting any money into special ed? Because the 
earlier we educate the handicapped kids, just 
like normal kids, if we get to them before 
age 6 or 7, we have a good chance of makin 
them as independent as they can be. An 
we have less of a problem at the other end 
of life’s spectrum if we educate them early. 

The President. Presidents are never sup- 

sed to say “I don’t know.” That’s a very 

ad form. And Presidents are supposed to 
know absolutely everything and not be quite 
as omnipotent as the Cardinal, but neverthe- 
less—[laughter]—know a lot. I would ask 
Lamar to address the question of what kind 
of funding we're doing. But I will say this, 
one of the great, the most forward-looking 
pieces of civil rights legislation that has been 
passed in history was the Americans for Dis- 
abilities Act. I take great pride in being the 
steward of that legislation. 

In fairness, I’ve got to say it wasn’t Repub- 
lican; it wasn’t just Democrat. It was a case 
where we could get together with the Con- 
gress and do something that was right for 
people so that people that were born with 
Eisebilities would not be shoved off to the 
side but find a way to get instrumentally in- 
volved in the system itself to the best of their 
abilities. 

Lamar, do you know the answer on fund- 
ing, what we’re doing on special ed? Maybe 
you could grab the mike. And if you don't, 
pass it over to the Cardinal. [Laughter] 

Secretary Alexander. Two quick points, 
Mr. President; I'll be glad to sit down with 
the lady afterwards and talk a little more. 
One is the funding for special education has 
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been increased but not as much as it takes 
to fully fund the law that you’ve mentioned. 
The President’s top budget priority: more 
new money into Education this year than any 
other Department in the Federal budget. 

Second, there have been big increases in 
Head Start over the last 4 years, 127 percent 
while the Federal — only went up 25 
percent. That helps with the early interven- 
tion for young children. 

The President. In fact, we have fully 
funded, I think it’s every 4-year-old, isn’t it, 
eligible 4-year-old. 

Back again? Shoot, Doctor. 

Q. Can I ask one more question? I did 
my homework, and I realized that the pro- 
posals that you had put in were a year and 
a half old, and it’s taken them such a long 
route to get through Congress. The one that 
has the biggest problem is the choice, of the 
six points that you mentioned. We get bits 
and pieces of information through the media. 
Unless we have more time to study the infor- 
mation in complete as I have here, it’s very 
difficult to help you. 

We wrote and we phoned our legislators 
in Pennsylvania, and it was difficult to get 
something passed. It would be helpful if you 
could have local groups with more intense 
information. Or those of us who could work 
locally for you and support you in this regard, 
give us more information on how to get the 
Congress. I would like to go to a committee 
and address a committee. Maybe just a letter 
to my Congressman won't do the trick. But 
if I have more in-depth information—every- 
body has a busy schedule, it seems, in this 
day and age. 

The President. It’s a very broad and dif- 
ficult question to answer. Clearly, citizen par- 
ticipation is going to make a difference. It 
doesn’t hurt to start with your own Con- 
gressman, regardless of party. It doesn’t hurt 
to start with your own Senators. But I think 
that we do need to do a better job, and I 
would accept full responsibility for this, in 
getting the American people informed. 

Because, you're right, a lot of this has been 
languishing in the Congress. I have a great 
big battle with the Congress on many, many 
issues. I’m not saying I’m always right, but 
the result has been, as we try to move these 


kind of things through, and the American 
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people are saying there’s gridlock, nothing 
can happen. The way to change that is to 
look at the electoral process. Do not get 
turned off for politics. If you believe in this 
“GI bill” or if you believe in strengthening 
the family or whatever it is, then vote for 
people that agree with you. Then you can 
dramatically change things. 

So that is the fundamental way to get it 
done. But how we can disseminate informa- 
tion better, that’s something that I’ve got to 
find out because I don’t think a lot of people 
know of the conviction I feel on education, 
on excellence, on choice, and on these very, 
some would say, revolutionary concepts but 
concepts that ought to be tried. 

So don’t give up on the political process 
is what Id say. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Joseph 
Parker. I am the president of the parents as- 
sociation at Northeast Catholic High School. 
I have the last of my four sons going through 
Catholic education. I don’t have really a 
question for you. As the Father said, where 
is the clout? Ladies and gentlemen, we are 
the clout. We have Mr. President here today. 
He has told us and assured us that he is for 
education choice. I urge you to look at your 
Representatives and your Congressmen, the 
people, regardless of what party. If they tell 
you they're not for this, we don’t vote for 
them. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you, sir, very much. 
I'll make a broad comment on that; certainly 
grateful for what this gentleman said. There’s 
disenchantment. But the worst thing to do 
is to give up: “So, I’m not going to vote. I’m 
going to sit on the sidelines. Nobody can get 
anything done.” You look around the world 
today, and the United States is still the envy 
of the entire world. For us to give up on 
our system because of a frustration, we ought 
not to do that. We have got to do exactly 
what you've said. 

I am not going to give up on fighting for 
this. The election offers us a great oppor- 
tunity. I’m not just talking about me, as you 
said, I’m talking about Congress where we 
must change things. I won’t give you my po- 
litical speech about one party controlling the 
United States Congress since 1956. They 
don’t know how to run a post office, and they 
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don’t know how to run a bank. We need to 
change that while we’re at it. 

Q. Hi, Mr. President. My name is Rita 
Maratea. I attend St. Maria Goretti High 
School in south Philadelphia. Last year, m 
— grade year, I had to decide what hi 
school I was to attend. It was decided for 
me that I had to attend a public school be- 
cause how much Catholic high school costs. 
I have received a partial scholarship, a 
Connolly Foundation scholarship. If it wasn’t 
for that, I would be attending a public school 
which I didn’t want to do. 

I have a brother and a sister. My sister’s 
going into seventh grade. She’s going to have 
to attend a public school, and so is my broth- 
er. They don’t want to do that. That’s why 
this is so important to us because the finan- 
cial cost, it’s too expensive for them to attend. 
I was fortunate enough to be able to do this 
because of a scholarship, but they're not 
going to be able to go to the high school 
of their choice because of the cost. 

The President. Was there a question, or 
are you just explaining? If there was a ques- 
tion I am embarrassed to say I couldn’t hear 
it. But I did get your statement. Thank you. 

Q. My name is Frankie Rozetti, and I am 
a student at West Catholic. I would like to 
know what would happen if all the Catholic 
and private schools had to close down and 
we all had to go to public schools? Wouldn’t 
that be a strain on the budget? 

The President. You know how to com- 
plicate my life; don’t do that. You ask a good 
question. You know, I love the pride that ob- 
viously you feel in the education you're get- 
ting. I love the family feeling around here 
about the importance of providing this kind 
of education with family and faith and all of 
that as a centerpiece. I mean, that’s good. 

As President I’ve got to look at that, and 
then I’ve got to look beyond it: What can 
we do to strengthen all the education in this 
country? They aren’t going to crater; these 
schools are not going to crater; the private 
schools are not going to crater and fall down. 
You've got too much going for you in terms 
of excellence. And yes, it’s a strain on the 
Catholic Church. 

I was told by a leading businessman in 
Philadelphia coming out here that business 


people in Philadelphia put up something like 
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$75 million, I believe was the fee. Not Catho- 
lic; others put it up there to support the paro- 
chial schools, the private schools and paro- 
chial schools, because they believed in offer- 
ing the best b smae-sag uality education. So 
don’t worry that the whole system is going 
to collapse. 

But as President, and I’m sure everyone 
here would agree with this, it isn’t a question 
of just making these schools better and then 
denying the great public school system in this 
country. We want to make that better. We 
want to bring change to those marvelous in- 
stitutions that can do a better job. We think 
this whole concept of choice will improve ev- 
erybody else as well as helping the families. 

So I don’t look at it in a catastrophic sense. 
I look at it in the sense of real opportunity 
to help families here, to help kids here 
achieve what they want to achieve, but not 
at the expense of the public schools. That’s 
the point we've got to make. 

the NEA, that national union, is fighting 
me on this. They are fighting hard, but they 
are not willing to look at the big picture. 
They're not willing to look at the establish- 
ment. Art, sitting at our table, was telling me 
about that. He’s a teacher in the public 
schools, and this NEA crowd is fighting any 
kind of change because they just like it the 
way it’s been. I don’t like it the way it’s been, 
and I want to help those public schools get 
better. I want to see families have their 
choice to send their kids to the schools they 
want, and that’s the message. That’s the un- 
derlying message. So when you hear the big 
assault on us in the fall about this question, 
please do not be taken in by that rhetoric. 
This is going to enhance education all across 
the board, in my view. 

All right. Are we out of here? Okay, I’m 
going to violate a rule. I’ve been in politics 
a long time, half my life in politics, half in 
private life. This lesson I learned in politics: 
If you take one more question, you always 
get in trouble. But go ahead, what is it? Ques- 
tion, not a speech, please, sir. [Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, I’m glad you’re here 
today and I can get a chance to express m 
opinions. I have two kids in Catholic school. 
My daughter’s going to college; my son’s 
going to attend Roman Catholic this fall. My 
wife is the only one working. Right now I’m 
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trying to get Social Security disability be- 
cause I was injured in 86. It’s very tough, 
and I’m sure with everybody else in here. 
There’s been nights when all we had was hot 
dogs and baked beans to eat. 

And there’s other issues besides the bill 
that we need taken care of. We need peace 
on the streets. We need more police protec- 
tion. We've got to take our cities back. The 
people have to get together and unite; none 
of this racial problems and all because it’s 
ridiculous. When my parents were raising us, 
it was tough. Our grandparents are the back- 
bones of the Nation. 

We have the pia to put the person 
in there who’s going to do the best for us. 
Right now you're the best thing for us. We 
can’t make any changes. We have to look for- 
ward for our children. We have to bring these 
streets back and stop the drugs and the vio- 
lence, and you're the man to do it. We have 
faith in you. God bless you. 

The President. That is the exception that 
proves the rule I was talking about. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Let me say, first of all, thank you. I think 
I know where you’re coming from. Even 
Presidents get moved by anecdotes and talk 
of family like that. 

We do have to win this war against drugs 
and crime. This gentleman’s a police officer. 
We have anticrime legislation—again I don’t 
want to be placing blame, but it is languish- 
ing in the House of Representatives—that 
would support the police officers that are lay- 
ing their lives on the line for you and me 
every single day: more support for them, 
tougher sentencing, a little more respect for 
the victims of crime, and a little less concern 
about the criminal himself. 

We have got legislation up there that really 
needs to go now to the American people. I'll 
be doing this in the fall after we get out of 
this funny period we're in now, and say: Do 
you want to be tougher on this crime? Do 
you want to have, yes, rehabilitation and all 
of that? Do you want to strengthen the fami- 
lies that are threatened when some mother’s 
coming home at night on a subway or a bus 
and the kids waiting there, doesn’t even know 
if she’s going to make it back there? The an- 
swer is, we do have to be hardnosed and 
tough against the criminal element and then 
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support those and try to rehabilitate some 
of these kids that are caught up in this drug 
fight. 

We've got a good program called “Weed 
and Seed” that I went over with the police 
chief here before he moved out to California. 
It weeds out of the neighborhoods the crimi- 
nal elements and then seeds them with jobs 
and hope and opportunity and homeowner- 
ship and a lot of other things. 

So no Federal program is going to solve 
it. What’s going to solve it is what you feel 
inal by family, love, and faith in this 
room. I really mean this. Don’t take my word 
for it; talk to these mayors. How do we re- 
structure and strengthen the American fam- 
ily? 

But I will do my level-best to take to the 
American people the case that your com- 
ments brought to my mind: Strengthen the 
family and the neighborhoods by protection; 
do it by education; do it by changing the wel- 
fare system to have respect for learning and 
work and not just dependency. Then do it 
in a Christian way, as I would say here in 
a Christian setting, but do it in a way of faith 
because you've got to recognize that a lot of 
people have had it very, very rough. 

I will end with this, and I hope you under- 
stand. Barbara Bush says what happens in 
your house is what’s more important than in 
the White House. In a way she’s right be- 
cause what she’s talking about there is the 
need to hold these families together, lift 
these kids up and give them the love. Every 
kid has to have somebody that knows his 
name. Sometimes, in this hopelessness and 
despair, that doesn’t take place. 

So, I really want to help you try to get 
te the bottom of what you've talking about 
here. It is an odd year. It has not been par- 
ticularly pleasant for me or my family, but 
I’m a fighter, and I’m going to take this case 
to the American people. 

May God bless all of you. Thank you very, 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. at 
Archbishop Ryan High School. In his re- 
marks, he referred to students Maria 
Manzoni, a junior at St. Maria Goretti High 
School, and Kelly Geiger, a senior at Roman 
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Catholic High School; and Anthony Cardinal 
Bevilacqua, Archbishop of Philadelphia. 


Remarks to Religious and Ethnic 
Groups in Garfield, New Jersey 


July 21, 1992 


May I thank you, Governor Kean, for that 
warm welcome back. May I salute our assem- 
blyman, Chuck Haytaian, our senate presi- 
dent, Don DiF rancesco, and our House can- 
didate, Pat Roma. I’m delighted to see you 
all. May I ask that we pay our respects to 
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius, the 
Archbishop of Washington, the Primate of 
the Church; and Archbishop Peter, Bishop 
Paul, Father Alex, and members of the Three 
Saints Parish. Thank you for welcoming me 
and so many thousands of your neighbors in 
New Jersey. Good afternoon to Con- 
gresswoman Marge Roukema that’s out there 
somewhere, and the wonderful people in this 
audience that represent the rich diversity of 
New Jersey. 

Your heritage is Cuban and Vietnamese 
and Jewish and Christian and Irish and Afri- 
can and Polish and Chinese and Armenian 
and so many, many others, and you’re Ameri- 
cans all. You are Americans. Your spirit en- 
riches our country, and it fuels the flame of 
freedom all over the world. 

These gleaming church domes remind me 
of the skyline of a great city. Since my last 
trip to Moscow, the Russian people have top- 
= the idols of Soviet communism. They 

ave begun renewing the Russian nation. 
And just consider the signs of the times: In 
Red Square this Easter, the gigantic picture 
of Lenin was gone, and in its place was a 
massive icon of the Risen Lord, a powerful 
symbol of the new birth of freedom for be- 
lievers all around the world. 

Today Germany is free and united. 
Ukraine is free and democratic. Poland is 
free. And the roll call of freedom includes 
Hungary and Armenia, the Czech and Slovak 
Republic, Bulgaria, Byelarus, Lithuania, Es- 
tonia, Latvia, and many, many more. At long 
last, the captive nations of the old Soviet em- 
pire are free. 
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But our work is not finished. In Asia, in 
Latin America, in other regions, some na- 
tions still suffer oppression. Some people are 
still struggling to be free. That’s why, one 
of the reasons, I want your support to serve 
4 more years as President, to complete the 
job of freedom around the world. We've got 
to use our energy, we've got to use our expe- 
rience to solidify the historic changes that 
have given birth to these new democracies 
abroad and made us secure at home. 

These events benefit every American. The 
free world’s triumph in the cold war, brought 
about by the steadfast efforts of America, of 
the American people, of her allies, gives us 
a chance to establish for these kids here a 
lasting peace. The momentous arms agree- 
ment that I reached last month with Presi- 
dent Yeltsin, this reduction with its sweeping 
cuts in nuclear weapons, will make us more 
secure than at any time since the dawn of 
the nuclear age. These kids can go to sleep 
without worrying about nuclear war because 
of the changes we have brought to this coun- 
try. 
Little more than 2 years ago, I welcomed 
to the White House Poland’s then—the first 
non-Communist prime minister since Stalin’s 
conquest of Eastern Europe. This brave man, 
Tadeusz Mazowiecki, spoke some of the 
clearest and wisest words about the times we 
live in. He said, “History is accelerating.” 
And with those words, he foretold the fall 
of the Soviet empire. 

This wave of history, this surge of hope 
is not confined to Europe. The Afghan peo- 
ple have won back choir ladies In Angola 
and in other African countries, people are 
digging out from under the rubble of tyranny. 
Mark my words: During my second term as 
President, the probability is high, it is very 
high that greater freedom will come to more 
than a billion people in Vietnam, in North 
Korea, and in China. 

Closer to home, we also have more vic- 
tories for freedom. The Castro dictatorship 
is on its last legs. Here’s what I envision: 
Within the next 4 years, I will be the first 
President of the United States to set foot on 
the soil of a free and democratic Cuba, and 
that’s good for all of us. I am determined 
to keep America the leader in the struggle 
for world freedom. 
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I am every bit as determined to protect 
the sources of our strength right here at 
home in the good old U.S.A. During the next 
4 years, I'll keep helping American workers 
and entrepreneurs carry us to new heights 
of achievement. I will fight for the rights of 
American parents and American families. We 
must restore respect for the American family. 
The family is under siege. The choices in this 
election are clear: On one side, the advocates 
of the liberal agenda; on the other side are 
you and I and those values of family that we 
share. 

They want to tighten the monopoly on our 
kids’ education. I am fighting on your side, 
as Tom said, for parents’ rights to choose 
their children’s schools, public, private or re- 
ligious. And our “GI bill” for children gives 
middle- and low-income families more of the 
same choices of all schools that people with 
a lot of money already have. Two years ago, 
they tried to create a new bureaucracy, this 
one for child care. I won my fight to let par- 
ents choose their children’s care, including 
church-based care. I will keep on fighting for 


that kind of choice for the American family. 
ee want public schools to hand out birth 


control pills and devices to teenaged kids. 
They om it’s no business of the parents 
and that it’s strictly a matter between our 
children and the Government. They even en- 
courage kids to hire lawyers and haul their 
parents into court. I believe kids need moth- 
ers and fathers, not Big Brother bureaucracy. 
The bond between the parent and the child 
is sacred, and it is fundamental. 

The big government, liberal approach to 
welfare has failed. That’s why, just yesterday, 
I enthusiastically approved New Jersey's re- 
quest to try a new approach to make parents 
in the welfare system more responsible, to 
put parents back to work. 

And I'm ready to fight 4 more years to 
protect the traditional rights of parents and 
families. Families are central to any civiliza- 
tion. More than a century ago, Dostoyevsky 
imagined a nightmare world, a place where 
an all-powerful state crushed the natural 
rights of individuals and families. “And if 
Cod is dead,” he wrote, “then everything is 
permitted.” 

Well, looking out over this magnificent au- 
dience I can feel it. I know that your faith 
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is alive, and family is the most important 
thing we have here on this Earth. And we 
take to heart the words of America the Beau- 
tiful, “Confirm thy soul in self-control.” We 
know that the America we love, the America 
that’s such a powerful beacon to the entire 
world will not stay strong if the culture and 
the Government teach our kids that anything 
oes. 

. Think about it. If we can tear down the 
Berlin Wall, we can build a strong economy. 
If we can lift that Iron Curtain, we can bring 
the curtain down on immorality and indiffer- 
ence and lawlessness. If we can help people 
walk free through the streets of Europe, 
there’s no reason we cannot take back our 
streets right here in our neighborhoods in 
the United States of America. 

You know, being here reminds me that 
next month marks the first anniversary of that 
attempted coup in Moscow, of those fateful 
days in August when Russia’s democratic fu- 
ture was laid on the line, when world peace 
hung in the balance. I’m sure each one of 
us has indelible memories of those days. I 
certainly do, and I am proud that we had 
the courage and the leadership to stand by 
Russia’s democrats in their hour of need. I 
am grateful for what Boris Yeltsin said about 
American leadership and making it possible 
for democracy to come to Russia. 

You know, earlier this year, I had the privi- 
lege of hearing Slava Rostropovich recount 
his memories at the National Prayer Break- 
fast in Washington. He’d flown to Moscow 
at the first news of the coup, and he stood 
3 days and nights with President Yeltsin and 
the defenders of freedom and democracy, 
protecting what the Russians call their White 
House. He told us that deep in the night 
the only sound was from the movement of 
the tank treads. And he said, “The aura of 
faith was almost palpable. In that moment 
the salvation of us all and of the future of 
the country came only from God.” 

My fellow Americans, we have the good 
fortune not to live in the shadow of machine 
guns and tanks. America will be safe so long 
as the United States of America stays strong, 
so long as we continue to lead around the 
world. 

Let me repeat it: Barbara and I count it 
a great blessing that when your kids and our 
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grandchildren go to bed at night they don’t 
have the fear, that same kind of fear, that 
fear of nuclear threat that we faced until just 
a few months ago. This is momentous. This 
is important to the entire world. I am proud 
that our leadership brought it about. 

Of course, we've got hard work ahead. 
We've got to keep our national security sec- 
ond to none. We've got to prove the pes- 
simists wrong about America’s ability to com- 
pete and to create jobs and to expand Amer- 
ica, to expand opportunity for all. We must 
protect and renew our most precious re- 
source, America’s families. 

Now, to meet these challenges, to lead the 
Nation, to fight on your side of the values 
we share—put party politics aside—but to 
fight on your share for these values, on your 
side, that’s why I’m asking you to help me 
win another 4 years as President of the Unit- 
ed States of America. I will not let you down. 
I will fight for the faith. I will fight for the 
American families. We are one nation under 
God, and never forget it. We can overcome 
any problems we face. 

Thank you. And may God bless this great 
country, the freest, the fairest, the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth. Thank you 
all. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:22 p.m. at 
Three Saints Russian Orthodox Church. 


Statement on New Jersey Welfare 
Reform 


July 21, 1992 


In my State of the Union Address, I 
pledged to help any State to reform its wel- 
fare system by making it easier to obtain 
waivers of Federal law and regulation. I am 
pleased that we have approved Federal waiv- 
ers that will allow New Jersey to implement 
its welfare reforms. These waivers will allow 
New Jersey to try a new approach to helping 
welfare dependent families become inde- 
pendent. 

New Jersey's approach, called “The Family 
Development Program,” will encourage re- 
sponsible behavior by parents receiving wel- 
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fare. It will also offer incentives for such par- 
ents to work. 

New ideas for reforming welfare abound 
in the States. I am pleased New Jersey will 
be one of the “laboratories of democracy” 
for welfare reform. Careful efforts to try new 
ideas and evaluate how well they work can 
help us create a better welfare system. New 
Jersey’s efforts today will make for smarter 
policy tomorrow. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Luxembourg- 
United States Agreement on Social 
Security 


July 21, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social 
Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu- 
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95- 
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here- 
with the Agreement between the United 
States of America and the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg on Social Security, which con- 
sists of two separate instruments—a principal 
agreement and an administrative arrange- 
ment. The agreement was signed at Lux- 
embourg on February 12, 1992. 

The United States-Luxembourg agree- 
ment is similar in objective to the social secu- 
rity agreements already in force with Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King- 
dom. Such bilateral agreements provide for 
limited coordination between the United 
States and foreign social security systems to 
eliminate dual social security coverage and 
taxation, and to help prevent the loss of bene- 
fit protection that can occur when workers 
divide their careers between two countries. 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, ex- 
plaining the key points of the agreement, 
along with a paragraph-by-paragraph expla- 
nation of the provisions of the principal 
agreement and the related administrative ar- 
rangement. In addition, as required by sec- 
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a 
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report on the effect of the agreement on in- 
come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se- 
curity program and the number of individuals 
affected by the agreement is also enclosed. 
I note that the Department of State and the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
have recommended the agreement and relat- 
ed documents to me. 

I commend the Agreement between the 
United States of America and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg on Social Security 
and related documents. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 21, 1992. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Report on Federal 
Conservation and Use of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas 


July 21, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by section 403(c) of the Pow- 
erplant and Industrial Fuel Use Act of 1978, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 8373(c)), I nereby 
transmit the 13th annual report describing 
Federal actions with respect to the con- 
servation and use of petroleum and natural 
gas in Federal facilities, which covers cal- 
endar year 1991. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 21, 1992. 


Notice on Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iraq 

July 21, 1992 


On August 2, 1990, by Executive Order 
No. 12722, I declared a national emergency 
to deal with the unusual and pean. tad 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States constituted by the 
actions and policies of the Government of 
Iraq. By Executive Orders Nos. 12722 of Au- 
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gust 2 and 12724 of August 9, 1990, I im- 
posed trade sanctions on Iraq and blocked 
Iraqi government assets. Because the Gov- 
ernment of Iraq has continued its activities 
hostile to U.S. interests in the Middle East, 
the national emergency declared on August 
2, 1990, and the measures adopted on August 
2 and August 9, 1990, to deal with that emer- 
gency must continue in effect beyond August 
2, 1992. Therefore, in accordance with sec- 
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the na- 
tional emergency with respect to Iraq. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted to the Con- 


gress. 
George Bush 


The White House, 
July 21, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:07 p.m., July 21, 1992) 


Note: This notice was published in the Fed- 
eral Register on July 23. 


Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iraq 


July 21, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the Iraqi emergency is to continue in effect 
beyond August 2, 1992, to the Federal Reg- 
ister for publication. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Iraq that led to the declaration on August 
2, 1990, of a national emergency has not been 
resolved. The Government of Iraq continues 
to engage in activities inimical to stability in 
the Middle East and hostile to U.S. interests 
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in the region. Such Iraqi actions pose a con- 
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and vital foreign policy 
interests of the United States. For these rea- 
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to maintain in force the broad authorities 
necessary to apply economic pressure to the 
Government of Iraq. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 21, 1992. 


Memorandum on Refugee Assistance 
to Burma 


July 21, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-36 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section 
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee 
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended—Burma 


Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra- 
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de- 
termine that it is important to the national 
interest that $3 million be made available 
from the U.S. Emergency Refugee and Mi- 
gration Assistance Fund (the ERMA Fund) 
to meet the unexpected and urgent refugee 
needs of Burmese refugees and displaced 
persons. These funds may be contributed on 
a multilateral or bilateral basis as appropriate 
to international organizations, private vol- 
untary organizations, and other govern- 
mental and nongovernmental organizations 
engaged in this relief effort. 


You are authorized and directed to inform 
the appropriate committees of the Congress 
of this determination and the obligation of 
funds under this authority, and to publish this 


memorandum in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 
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Nomination of Lou E. Dantzler To 
Be a Member of the National 
Commission on America’s Urban 
Families 


July 21, 1992 


The President today appointed Lou E. 
Dantzler, of California, to be a member of 
the National Commission on America’s 
Urban Families. This is a new position. 

Currently Mr. Dantzler serves as executive 
director of the Challengers Boys and Girls 
Club in south central Los Angeles. He found- 
ed the Challengers Club in 1968 in the after- 
math of the Watts riots. The club provides 
activities, including arts and crafts, sports, 
health instruction, and field trips to nearly 
2,200 members, ages 6 through 17. The suc- 
cess of the Challengers is due in large part 
to a commitment to strong families and pa- 
rental involvement. On May 8, 1992, Presi- 
dent Bush recognized the Challengers Club 
as the 766th Daily Point of Light. Mr. 
Dantzler has received numerous awards for 
his dedicated work with children, including 
an NAACP Image Award in 1990, and he 
was the recipient of the 1991 L.A. Sentinel 
Outstanding Organization of the Year. 

Mr. Dantzler served in the Air Force from 
1956 to 1960. He is married, has two chil- 
dren, and resides in Los Angeles, CA. 


Proclamation 6460—Minority 
Enterprise Development Week, 1992 


July 21, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Adherence to the principles of independ- 
ent entrepreneurship and free enterprise has 
long formed the bedrock of America’s eco- 
nomic strength. By guaranteeing the free- 
dom of individuals to engage in private indus- 

and commerce and by permitting them 
to reap the fruits of their labor, the United 
States has provided a model of growth and 
progress for the world. The creative energy 
and genius of the American people, unfet- 
tered by excessive government intervention 
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in the marketplace, have enabled our Nation 
to achieve unparalleled levels of productivity 
and strength. 

At a time when dramatic changes in the 
“sae marketplace are presenting new chal- 
enges and opportunities for American busi- 
ness and industry, our Nation’s continued 
economic progress calls for the full participa- 
tion and support of all citizens, regardless of 
gender, race, or ethnic background. During 
this 10th annual observance of Minority En- 
terprise Development Week, we recognize 
that our Nation’s minority business commu- 
nity, which includes more than 1 million mi- 
nority entrepreneurs, must be part of the 
United States strategy to remain a leader in 
the increasingly competitive world economy. 

Minority Americans have long recognized 
that freedom and equality also require eco- 
nomic opportunity and independence. By 
making the most of every opportunity and 
by achieving economic advancement through 
determination and hard work, minority busi- 
ness men and women have set wonderful ex- 
amples for others. Such a drive to succeed 
offers inspiration as we strengthen our Na- 
tion’s commitment to producing high quality 
products and services that are competitive in 
the global marketplace. A similar commit- 
ment to excellence underlies America 2000, 
our national campaign to promote learning 
and achievement and to ensure that every 
American has the knowledge and skills that 
are necessary to lead a fall, roductive life 
in an increasingly technological workplace. 

The spirit that we celebrate during Minor- 
ity Enterprise Development Week is the 
spirit that will lead the United States to even 
greater heights of prosperity and progress in 
the next century. It is the spirit of individuals 
who avail themselves of every opportunity to 
fulfill the American dream and who help to 
extend opportunities to others, thereby en- 
riching te et their communities, and 
our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by vir- 
tue of the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim the week of September 27 
through October 3, 1992, as Minority Enter- 
prise Development Week. I encourage all 
Americans to observe this week with appro- 
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priate programs and activities in celebration 
of the achievements of minority business 
men and women and in recognition of the 
successful public-private partnerships that 
are leading to greater educational and eco- 
nomic opportunities for all Americans. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of July, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-two, and of the Independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the two hundred and 
seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:21 a.m., July 22, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on July 22, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on 
July 23. 


Remarks to the President’s Drug 
Advisory Council 


July 22, 1992 


Please be seated, and thank you very, very 
much. I don’t know why they get such a dis- 
tinguished group here so early. I would like 
the record to show that Jim and I are almost 
on time. I saw some nervous looks up at the 
sky. But here we are in the Rose Garden. 
I look around this audience, and I am very 
grateful not just for your being here but for 
this mene level of participation in the 
fight against drugs. 

Obviously, I remain not only grateful to 
but most impressed with the work that Jim 
Burke is doing. Bill Moss is with us today, 
Michael Walsh, and then other members of 
the President’s Drug Advisory Council. Alvah 
Chapman, my heavens, what he’s done not 
only on the national scene but in the commu- 
nity there in Florida is remarkable. And so 
many other business and community leaders, 
I salute you all. 

I would say this: I would like to salute peo- 
ple who have helped achieve the improbable. 
You ask anyone with a teenager or a grand- 
child and drugs are no longer cool. When 
we presented this bipartisan, and we want 
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to keep it that way, bipartisan drug strategy 
almost 3 years ago, we put great emphasis 
on the role of prevention in the private sec- 
tor. Today, I just want to thank all of you 
for what you've done to help curb the drug 
use that declares open season on the inno- 
cent. 

The administration had hoped to cut the 
overall drug use by 10 percent, and you all 
helped surpass that goal. We wanted to slash 
occasional cocaine use by 15 percent; it went 
down 22. Three separate studies confirm that 
adolescents’ use x pace dropped 63 per- 
cent from 1988 to 1991. And America, a lot 
of America, put it this way, is clearly giving 
up drugs, and especially the young. Therein 
lies an awful lot of hope. 

This is an important start, and I emphasize 
that word, start, in a difficult fight. Today, 
according to the national drug control policy, 
there are still up to 12 million users of illegal 
drugs. That’s why in November of 1989, we 
created the President’s Drug Advisory Coun- 
cil to further mobilize the private sector in 
our antidrug strategy, and thus began a great 
crusade of citizen-formed community coali- 
tions against drugs. 

In January, I saw it firsthand when I met 
with more than 700 coalition leaders attend- 
ing your national leadership forum. I am told 
there are more than 900 of these community 
organizations, with more being formed daily. 

I look forward to this October when they 
will be helped by a new organization growing 
out of the President’s Drug Advisory Coun- 
cil, the Community Antidrug Coalitions of 
America. Now, this group is going to work 
with business, with labor, with community 
leaders to eliminate drugs. 

So will another major initiative of our 
Council, which I’m pleased to announce 
today. Eight months ago, I met with the 
Council’s Workplace Committee, and from 
that has come a program which seeks to make 
every workplace in America drug-free, and 
its title, a very simple one: Drugs Don’t 
Work. 

Today the good news is that close to 90 
percent of oo companies do have antidrug 
programs, and we know that they do work. 
The bad news is that we don’t have programs 
where now they are needed the most, in 
small and medium-sized businesses. Here 
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Americans who use cocaine and the 12 mil- 
lion overall who use drugs. It’s for them that 
you and Council members like Frank Tasco 
and Al Casey and David Clare, George Dil- 
lon have teamed to provide freedom from 
drugs in the marketplace. 

Last year I went down to the Tropicana 
pase to Tropicana Products in Florida and 

eard about their employee assistance pro- 
gram. One day an employee called this pro- 
gram’s toll-free line for help in battling addic- 
tion and alcoholism, and then very recently 
he wrote the local newspaper saying, and 
here’s his quote, “The substance abuse treat- 
ment program was a godsend.” Well, there’s 
stories like this all over the country. 

It’s also true of the employee of New Eng- 
land Telephone who sent a thank-you note 
to Paul O’Brien. The letter described how 
the company’s tough stand forced the woman 
to confront her alcohol and drug problem. 
Today she’s back at work, healthy and pro- 
ductive. 

From coast to coast business and labor are 
working to drive drugs out of the workplace. 
Let me salute these beginnings, and let me 
also challenge you to build upon them. 

Today drugs cost the economy more than 
$60 billion annually in lost productivity, 
health care, and other expenses. This 
the ability of our businesses to succeed and 
compete. By a drugs we will es 
America win in the global economy. We’ 
help educate our citizens for a new century, 
oe we'll open more opportunity than ever 
for all Americans, preserving one Nation 
under God. 

Stopping drug abuse will help put America 
back to work, instill pride, increase pro- 
ductivity, improve quality, and then again 
heighten our competitiveness. Stopping 
drugs will also strengthen the family, 
elliaiiing values like discipline and self-re- 
liance, courtesy, and belief in God. 

If you ever want to understand the impor- 
tance of your work, do as I did yesterday 
when I met with the black mayors associa- 
tion, or do what I did a couple of months 
before that when I met with the mayors from 
the National League of Cities. They talked 
about the decline of the American family as 
the major source of urban decay. They went 
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on to emphasize the need to win this battle 
against drugs as the way not just to whip the 
drug problem but to reunite and strengthen 
the American family. They know that drug 
abuse costs incomes and jobs, hurts the chil- 
dren, destroys marriages. We've got to end 
it, and we will. 

We must all just pledge renewal that we're 
going to get this job done. And that’s why 
we have worked with the private sector to 
expand and improve workplace programs. It’s 
why our antidrug budget for ’93, fiscal ’93 
is up by 93 percent since I took office. 

Today I would urge the Congress, once 
again, call on the United States Congress to 
fund this request to spur effective treatment 
and prevention. Above all, I call on the Con- 
gress to pass crime legislation now up on the 
Hill. I still strongly favor a death penalty for 
drug kingpins who kill our police officers. Let 
those who sow the wind of crime reap the 
whirlwind of punishment. 

As business and community leaders, each 
of you is helping with a crusade. It really is 
as historic as Normandy and as deadly as 
Pork Chop Hill, as monumental as the fall 
of imperial communism. It’s a crusade to take 
drugs off the streets so that Americans can 
take back the streets. We’ve got our work 
cut out for us, but I know that we’re going 
to triumph. 

I am very grateful to all of you for what 
we’ve already done. I’m not sure the Amer- 
ican—maybe this is something I can help 
with—I’m not sure the American people 
know that we have had some dramatic suc- 
cesses, thanks to the work of the private sec- 
tor and dedicated individuals sitting right 
here. We've got our work cut out for us, but 
we've done a lot. With this new initiative, 
I’m confident that what you'll do in the fu- 
ture will get the job done. 

So thank you all very, very much. Thanks 
for coming. And may God bless our great 
country. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to PDAC officials James 
Burke, Chairman, J. Michael Walsh, Execu- 
tive Director, and William Moss, former 
Chairman; PDAC member Alvah H. Chap- 
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man, Jr.; and Paul O’Brien, chairman, New 
England Telephone. 


Exchange with Reporters Prior to a 
Cabinet Meeting 


July 22, 1992 


Presidential Campaign 

Q. Mr. President, is the Vice President’s 
chair a little uncertain these days? 

The President. No, it’s very certain. I’m 
not going to take any questions here because 
we've got an awful lot of work to do. I ho 
youll understand, Charles (Charkes 
Bierbauer, Cable News Network], but we’re 
not going to take any more questions now. 

Q. What about Secretary Baker? 

The President. A lot of crazy rumors float- 
ing around, aren’t there? But I’m not going 
to—— 

Q. Would you like to stop the rumors, sir? 

The President. say anything about it. 
No. I’m just going to let 

Q. Where do you think these rumors are 
coming from, sir? 

The President. ——-you guys get in that 
feeding frenzy that you love. And keep work- 
ing on it, and be sure you get good sources, 
though, because I wd some that don’t look 
pretty good—don’t look very good. 

Q. Which ones are they, Mr. President? 

The President. Source is you guys writing. 

Q. Why do you think all these rumors are 
out there, sir? 

The President. 1 don’t know, Charles, I 
don’t know. My health is pretty good, though, 
and I want to challenge the press corps, ev- 
erybody who’s 67 and over, to a race around 
the Oval here. [Laughter] You'll maybe run 
into a few of the younger crowd—sorry, 
that’s not a direct assault on you cameramen. 
I want to be careful. [Laughter] 

But seriously, it’s a crazy time on rumors. 
We get phone calls: Barbara’s sick; Marilyn 
Quayle’s sick; I’m not feeling well. I don’t 
know what's going on out there. But I don’t 
believe in repeating them or encouraging the 
printing of them. 

Thank you all very much. 
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Q. Are there any others you would like 
to put to rest? 

The President. Yes, like I’m feeling good; 
I am. Put to rest the health rumors. It is 
weird. Maybe this is the normal procedure 
every 4 years, but I don’t remember it quite 
on such funny things like whether I’m in 
good health or not. Charles’ associate asked 
me the question, and I thought she was criti- 
cizing the amount of food I was eating going 
through the barbecue line. She said to me, 
“What about your health?” I said, “Well, I’m 
not eating too much,” or something. It 
turned out it was the rumors. 

Q. We don’t make them up, we just pass 
them on. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 


Remarks at the Presentation 
Ceremony for the National Medal of 
the Arts 


July 22, 1992 


Welcome, everybody. Sorry for holding 
you up for a few minutes here. Welcome to 
the White House. May I salute Dr. Radice. 
I don’t see Lamar. He was to be here, Lamar 
Alexander, our Secretary of Education. I 
think I just left him, and he’ll be along. Dr. 
Lynne Cheney, Members of the Congress, 
and so many distinguished guests, welcome. 

Barbara and I are both delighted to be 
here and proud to be part of an America 
which values arts as well as business or 
science or politics. President Kennedy ex- 
pressed so well the importance of this ideal 
when he said, “Roosevelt and Lincoln under- 
stood that the life of the arts is very close 
to the center of a nation’s purpose and is 
a test of the quality of a nation’s civilization.” 

Well, we're here today to pay tribute to 
some extraordinary men and women, men 
and women of genius and passion who enrich 
that quality of life in our America. “Made 
in U.S.A.” has a new meaning today, for al- 
most all these artists were born in small 
American towns, trained here in their own 
country, then turned this uniquely American 
vision to a wide range of artistic fields. Be- 
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cause of their vision, today we celebrate the 
sheer and priceless pleasure of being Amer- 
ican. 

For some, being American means being 
born into a certain regional tradition with the 
talent to preserve that legacy and it to 
a wider audience. Earl Scruggs howe 5 the 
fast and furious banjo-pickin’ licks of his 
bluegrass revolution from Flint Hill, North 
Carolina, to Carnegie Hall. Down the road 
in Nashville, for over a half a century, a 
sprightly cracker-barrel philosopher named 
Minnie Pearl has been dispensing down- 
home wisdom and a whole lot of down-deep 
laughter. Jazz pianist Billy Taylor’s music, in- 
cluding Jazzmobile Outreach, “makes a joyful 
noise” and gives a special streetwise swing 
to this most American form of expression. 

For some, being American means striving 
to brand the bold spirit of this land onto work 
that is universal and timeless. American-born 
and -trained Marilyn Horne not only sings 
with the passion and precision that embody 
opera at its grandest, but she also introduced 
composers such as Handel to audiences here 
at home. By elevating American choral music 
to the highest levels of excellence, the sweep 
of Robert Shaw’s work has proclaimed the 
majesty of God throughout this Nation. 

For some, being American means reaching 
from their roots to touch the Nation on a 
larger-than-life canvas. Robert Wise brings 
the perspective of his Indiana childhood to 
the crafting of movies of imagination and hu- 
manity, from “The Sound of Music” to “West 
Side Story.” And with the courage and sheer 
power of his fierce talent, Mississippi's James 
Earl Jones has stamped his purely American 
mark on classical roles and created new char- 
acters who explore a man’s quest for dignity. 

I might say on a very personal note, when 
I saw “The Hunt for Red October” and “Pa- 
triot Games,” I enjoyed his performance as 
Director of the CIA—[laughter]—a role that 
I played briefly myself. [Laughter] 

For some, being American means flourish- 
ing this country’s impatient exuberance in 
the face of dusty tradition. Out of Robert 
Venturi’s genius sprang the post-modern 
movement of architecture, forever altering 
the way we see the cities around us. The 
writings of Denise Scott Brown, his wife and 
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partner, have stimulated the American 
awareness of architecture as public art. 

For some, being American means passion- 
ate stewards of the arts, committed to bring- 
ing theater, painting, dance, music, and so 
much more to all kinds of Americans across 
this country. Millions have been stirred and 
moved by cultural programming like “Omni- 
bus,” part of the video trails blazed by Robert 
Sandek, now caretaker to television’s legacy 
at the Museum of Broadcasting. 

Two special companies have set the stand- 
ard in corporate philanthropy. They give 
hundreds of grants and millions of dollars, 
but most importantly, they give the example 
of believing in the importance of arts for 
America. The AT&T Foundation supports 
innovative projects all across the country, 
ranging from tours by dance companies and 
ethnic artists to original drama and music 
composition. The Lila Wallace-Reader’s Di- 
gest Fund aids American performing, visual, 
and literary artists who have a real dream, 
and it also cares for the future, generously 
funding arts education. 

I want to take a moment for a special sa- 
lute to someone whose work has intrigued 
me since I first met him here at the White 
House a couple of years ago. When you talk 
about being American, nothing can capture 
the richness and depth of that experience 
quite like native American art. Not only is 
it our oldest and proudest tradition, but in 
native American society, art and life are 
strands of the same cloth. The ancient pat- 
terns on blankets and the dances and the col- 
ors: Art is an integral and time-honored part 
of daily life. So I’m very proud to salute Allan 
Houser. His hands transform bronze and 
stone to i He the true meaning of this 
country’s unbroken spirit. His sculptures elo- 
quently echo this Nation’s heritage of proud 
Apache chiefs and speak for the essential hu- 
manity of all Americans. 

I firmly believe that our number one goal 
for the 21st century must be education. The 
high-tech challenges of this global market- 
place we're living in will be absolutely over- 
whelming. But as we equip our kids with the 
skills to compete, we also must help them 
develop as complete human beings. One way 
to do this is through the arts. For without 
knowledge of the beauty and depth of the 
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human spirit, our successes are hollow and 
our lives lacking. 

President John Adams wrote this: “I must 
study politics that my sons may have liberty 
to study mathematics and philosophy in 
order to give their children a right to study 
painting, poetry, and music.” That is why we 
celebrate these men and women today. 

Congratulations to all. Thank you for your 
contributions to the great tapestry that is 
American art. Now I'd like to ask Dr. Radice 
to assist me in presenting these medals, if 
you would. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Anne Radice, Acting 
Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts, 
and Lynne V. Cheney, Chairman, National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 


Remarks at an Antidrug Rally in 
Arlington, Virginia 
July 22, 1992 


Reverend, thank you, sir. It is most fitting 
that a ceremony like this, where we celebrate 
what a community has done, open its meet- 
ing with prayer. I’m proud to be here. My 
dear friend the Congressman from here, 
Frank Wolf, he and I came over together, 
and he was ecstatic in trying to give me the 
heartbeat of this community and tell me what 
you all have achieved. 

I’ve read about it. I’ve seen stories from 
time to time, but there’s nothing like being 
on the scene to get a real feel. All I will say 
is that we have got to find various ways with 
which to win the battle against drugs, and 
this community is setting an example really 
for the rest of the Nation. 

So what I wanted to do here today was 
simply turn it over to you all and hear what 
you've done. This morning I met at the 
White House with some business leaders, 
and they’re working in the business commu- 
nity to make the business places free of 
drugs, workplaces drug-free. And they're 
making progress. 
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The reduction in cocaine, casual use by 
teenagers is down by 63 percent in the last 
3 years. So you all are making some progress. 

But I really came over to not only con- 
gratulate you on this, what is it, the second 
anniversary of the initiation of this project, 
but to say that the Government couldn’t pos- 
sibly have done it, it couldn’t possibly have 
happened without this community involve- 
ment, dedicated women, dedicated men say- 
ing, “Look, we're going to safeguard these 
Kid these precious kids, against the use of 
drugs.” So what I want to do is hear from 
you as to how it went. 


Jote: The President spoke at 1:58 p.m. at 
Drew Elementary School. In his remarks, he 
referred to Richard Green, associate pastor 
of Mount Salvation Baptist Church, who 
gave the invocation. 


Executive Order 12812— 
Declassification and Release of 


Materials Pertaining to Prisoners of 
War and Missing in Action 
July 22, 1992 


Whereas, the Senate, by S. Res. 324 of 
July 2, 1992, has asked that I “expeditiously 
issue an Executive order requiring all execu- 
tive branch departments and agencies to de- 
classify and publicly release without com- 
promising United States national security all 
documents, files, and other materials pertain- 
ing to POWs and MIAs;” and 

Whereas, indiscriminate release of classi- 
fied material could jeopardize continuing 
United States Government efforts to achieve 
the fullest possible accounting of Vietnam- 
era POWs and MIAs; and 

Whereas, I have concluded that the pub- 
lic interest would be served by the declas- 
sification and public release of materials per- 
taining to Vietnam-era POWs and MIAs as 
provided below; 

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested 
in me as President by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States of America, I 
hereby order as follows: 

Section 1. All executive departments and 
agencies shall expeditiously review all docu- 
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ments, files, and other materials pertaining 
to American POWs and MIAs lost in South- 
east Asia for the purposes of declassification 
in accordance with the standards and proce- 
dures of Executive Order No. 12356. 

Sec. 2. All executive departments and 
agencies shall make publicly available docu- 
ments, files, and other materials declassified 
pursuant to section 1, except for those the 
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy of 
returnees, family members of POWs and 
MIAs, or other persons, or would impair the 
deliberative processes of the executive 
branch. 

Sec. 3. This order is not intended to create 
any right or benefit, substantive or proce- 
dural, enforceable by a party against the 
United States, its agencies or instrumental- 
ities, its officers or employees, or any other 
person. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 22, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:18 p.m., July 22, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on July 24. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting Proposed ee 
on Oregon Public Lands Wilderness 
July 22, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am pleased to submit for congressional 
consideration and passage the “Oregon Pub- 
lic Lands Wilderness Act”. 

The Federal Land Policy and Manage- 
ment Act of 1976 (FLPMA), (43 U.S.C. 
1701, et seq.), directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to review the wilderness potential of 
the public lands. 

The review of the areas identified in Or- 
egon began immediately after the enactment 
of FLPMA and has now been completed. Ap- 
proximately 2,806,598 acres of public lands 
in 92 areas in Oregon met the minimum wil- 
derness criteria and were designated as wil- 
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derness study areas (WSAs). These WSAs 
were studied and analyzed during the review 
process and the results documented in three 
environmental impact statements and five in- 
stant study area reports. 

Based on the studies and reviews of the 
WSAs, the Secretary of the Interior rec- 
ommends that all or part of 49 of the WSAs, 
totaling 1,278,073 acres of public lands, be 
designated as part of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

I concur with the Secretary of the Interi- 
or’s recommendations and am pleased to rec- 
ommend designation of the 49 areas (totalin 
1,278,073 acres) identified in the enclose 
draft legislation as additions to the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. 

The proposed additions represent the di- 
versity of wilderness values in the State of 
Oregon. These range from the 9,730-foot 
Steens Mountain peak, to the deep canyons 
of the Owyhee River and the John Day River, 
to the small islands off the Oregon coast. 
These areas span a wide variety of Oregon 
landforms, ecosystems, and other natural sys- 
tems and features. Their inclusion in the wil- 
derness system will improve the geographic 
distribution of wilderness areas in Oregon, 
and will complement existing areas of con- 
gressionally designated wilderness. They will 
provide new and outstanding opportunities 
for solitude and unconfined recreation. 

The enclosed draft legislation provides 
that designation as wilderness shall not con- 
stitute a reservation of water or water rights 
for wilderness purposes. This is consistent 
with the fact that the Congress did not estab- 
lish a Federal reserved water right for wilder- 
ness purposes. The Administration has estab- 
lished the policy that, where it is necessary 
to obtain water rights for wilderness purposes 
in a specific wilderness area, water rights 
would be sought from the State by filing 
under State water laws. Furthermore, it is 
the policy of the Administration that the des- 
ignation of wilderness areas should not inter- 
fere with the use of water rights, State water 
administration, or the use of a State’s inter- 
state water allocation. 

The draft legislation also provides for ac- 
cess to wilderness areas by Indian people for 
traditional cultural and religious purposes. 
Access by the general public may be limited 
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in order to protect the privacy of religious 
cultural activities taking place in specific wil- 
derness areas. In addition, to the fullest ex- 
tent practicable, the De ent of the Inte- 
rior will coordinate with the Department of 
Defense to minimize the impact of any 
overflights during these religious cultural ac- 
tivities. 

I further concur with the Secretary of the 
Interior that all or part of 76 of the WSAs 
encompassing 1,528,525 acres are not suit- 
able for preservation as wilderness. 

Alsc enclosed are a letter and report from 
the Secretary of the Interior concerning the 
WSAs discussed above and a section-by-sec- 
tion analysis of the draft legislation. I urge 
the Congress to act expeditiously and favor- 
ably on the proposed legislation so that the 
natural resources of these WSAs in Oregon 
may be protected and preserved. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and Dan Quayle, President of 
the Senate. 


Nomination of Alan Greenspan To 
Be United States Alternate Governor 
of the International Monetary Fund 
July 22, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Alan Greenspan, of New 
York, to be U.S. Alternate Governor of the 
International Monetary Fund for a term of 
5 years. This is a reappointment. 

Dr. Greenspan currently serves as Chair- 
man and Member of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System. Prior to this 
he served as chairman of Townsend-Green- 
span Co. & Inc., 1954-74 and 1977-87. Dr. 
Greenspan served on the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, 1970-74; as Chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers, 1974-77; and 
was a member of the President’s Economic 
Policy Advisory Board, 1981. 

Dr. Greenspan graduated from New York 
University (B.S., 1948; M.A., 1950; and 
Ph.D., 1977). He wes born March 6, 1926, 
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in New York, NY, and currently resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Genta Hawkins 
Holmes To Be Director General of 
the Foreign Service 


July 22, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Genta Hawkins Holmes, of 
California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Director General of the Foreign Serv- 
ice. She would succeed Edward J. Perkins. 

Ambassador Holmes currently serves as 
U.S. Ambassador to Namibia, 1990—present. 
She has also served as Deputy Chief of Mis- 
sion in Pretoria, South Africa, 1988-89; Port- 
Au-Prince, Haiti, 1986-88; and Lilongwe, 
Malawi, 1984-86. Ambassador Holmes has 
also served at the State Department in sev- 
eral other positions, including: international 
affairs officer at the Bureau of African Af- 
fairs, 1983; participant in the Senior Seminar 
at the State Department, 1982; and at the 
Agency for International Development as As- 
sistant Administrator for Legislative Affairs 
and as Acting Administrator, 1979-81. 

Ambassador Holmes graduated from the 
University of Southern California (A.B., 
1962). She was born September 3, 1940, in 
Anadarko, OK. Ambassador Holmes is mar- 
ried and currently resides in San Francisco, 
CA. 


Statement on Signing the Higher 
Education Amendments of 1992 
July 23, 1992 


Today I am signing into law S. 1150, the 
“Higher Education Amendments of 1992.” 
It reauthorizes the many programs in the 
Higher Education Act of 1965. The legisla- 
tion is broad in scope and significance, en- 
compassing both the Pell Grant and Guaran- 
teed Student Loan programs as well as a vari- 
ety of other programs to assist students and 
institutions of higher education. I hope that 
many middle- and low-income families who 
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dream of a college education for their chil- 
dren will find that this legislation helps to 
make their dreams reality. 

Educator Robert Maynard Hutchins once 
said: “The object of education is to p 
the young to educate themselves throughout 
their lives.” I think the key phrase here is 
“throughout their lives.” Our intention is to 
make it easier for all Americans to pursue 
postsecondary education and training 
throughout their lifetimes—whether they are 
just out of high school or returning to school 
later in life. The world has changed, and a 
solid education is critical for all of us to com- 
pete effectively in today’s global economy 
and function as responsible citizens in our 
American democracy. 

In pursuing the reauthorization of the 

Higher Education Act of 1965, my Adminis- 
tration was guided by three major principles: 
improving access to postsecon edu- 
cation—especially for middle- and low-in- 
come students and families; enhancing ac- 
countability of all who play a role in post- 
secondary education programs; and promot- 
ing educational excellence. This legislation is 
not perfect, but it moves in the direction of 
these principles. It contains a number of val- 
uable program integrity and loan default pre- 
vention provisions. In particular, these provi- 
sions will crack down on sham schools that 
have defrauded students and the American 
taxpayer in the past. The legislation also will 
take the first steps toward establishing the 
principle of rewarding academic achieve- 
ment through the establishment of Presi- 
dential Access Scholarships. This is an impor- 
tant first step, and I will work to raise further 
the academic achievement standards for this 
program. 
I am particularly gratified that segments 
of my AMERICA 2000 strategy are part of 
this legislation. It provides for an alternative 
certification program by which States will de- 
velop new routes to teacher certification. In 
addition, the legislation authorizes academies 
for teachers and school leaders to provide 
these educators with in-service training in 
academic and other educational areas. 

I am also pleased that eligibility for Pell 
Grants has been provided to students study- 
ing for degrees on a less than half-time basis. 
This provision was part of my “Lifelong 
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Learning Act.” Providing grants to individ- 
uals taking as little as one course at a time 
toward their degree offers American men 
and women some of the or they need 
to improve their employment skills while rec- 
ognizing their commitments to jobs and fami- 
lies. This provision enables a working mother 
in a low-wage job to receive financial assist- 
ance for courses that would qualify her for 
a better paying, high-skilled job. It allows 
education to become the mechanism by 
which those at the back of the line can move 
to the front of the line—and realize the 
American dream. 

In addition to the laudable ts of S. 
1150, the legislation unfortunately includes 
certain constitutionally troublesome provi- 
sions relating to reports to the Congress con- 
taining legislative recommendations and the 
use of audit standards established by the 
Comptroller General. I will construe these 
provisions to avoid constitutional difficulties 
and preserve the separation of powers re- 
quired by the Constitution. 

We now have the best system of colleges 
and universities in the world. As a next step, 
I would like to see the same excellence at 
the elementary and secondary school level. 
To change our country, we must change our 
schools, and I am pleased that the revolution 
has started and is spreading. There are 1,500 
communities and 44 States committed to the 
AMERICA 2000 strategy. 

My AMERICA 2000 legislation calls for 
four transforming ideas: (1) a new generation 
of break-the-mold New American Schools; 
(2) world class standards and a system of vol- 
untary national exams that measure progress 
that schools make toward meeting those 
standards; (3) broad flexibility for teachers 
and principals to help children achieve great- 
er learning; and (4) parental choice of schools 
so that middle- and low-income families have 
more of the same choices of schools for their 
children that are now the preserve of wealthi- 
er families. We cannot afford to accept busi- 
ness-as-usual here in Washington while the 
country demands change and improvement. 

Yesterday, Senator Danforth and Con- 
gressman Gradison introduced my “Federal 
Grants for State and Local ‘GI Bills’ for Chil- 
dren.” It will give middle- and low-income 
families consumer power—dollars to spend 
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at any lawfully operating school of their 
choice—public, private, or religious. Just as 
the original GI Bill and Pell Grants trans- 
formed higher education, the “GI Bills” for 
Children will help transform elementary and 
secondary education. 

I am pleased to sign the “Higher Edu- 
cation Amendments of 1992.” I look forward 
to signing the “Federal Grants for State and 
Local ‘GI Bills’ for Children” in the near fu- 
ture, and I am hopeful we can work together 
to produce an AMERICA 2000 bill just as 
we worked together on the bill I am signing 
today. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 23, 1992. 


Note: S. 1150, approved July 23, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 102-325. 


Remarks on Signing the Higher 
Education Amendments of 1992 
in Annandale, Virginia 

July 23, 1992 


Please be seated, and thank you very, very 
much. Dr. Ernst, thank you, sir, for that very 
nice explanation and that wonderful intro- 
duction. Let me say how pleased I am to 
be here on this campus, be to at this mar- 
velous community college about which I’ve 


heard so many good things. 


I’m delighted to be with Lamar Alexander. 
I know the Members of Congress here have 
met him and worked with him, but some of 
the students here and some of the faculty 
may not have. In my view, nonpartisan view, 
a purely objective view, Lamar Alexander is 
really doing a superb job for the Nation’s 
education, and I’m delighted he’s here. 


I want to salute the Members of Congress 
that came all the way over. Lamar was telling 
me and our own people in the White House 
have told me that this was truly a bipartisan 
effort. The leaders out here today reflect 
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that, and they have stood by education for 
a long, long time. So I welcome them, salute 
them, particularly the members of the Senate 
Labor and Human Resources Committee, 
the House Committee, the House Education 
and Labor Committee. 


I also want to salute the members of the 
NOVA community. It’s a pleasure, as I say, 
to be here in Virginia, the cradle of American 
education; and then to sign into law this high- 
er education bill, the Higher Education 
Amendments of 1992, a help thereby 
move our schools into the 21st century. 


After this is over, we’re going to pass these 
out to everybody and then tonight we will 
have a quiz—{laughter|—on the ingredients 
therein. But I told Dr. Ernst that I’m im- 
pressed with NOVA’s mission, curriculum, 
and most especially your choice of last year’s 
commencement speaker—{laughter]—a sil- 
ver-haired philosopher named Barbara Bush, 


who still feels honored and delighted. 


But there are a couple of things I don’t 
like to do. You know one, eating broccoli. 
But the other is speaking where Barbara has 
already spoken. It’s sort of like being asked 
to play guitar after Garth Brooks. [Laughter] 
So I want to break my rule one time because 
this occasion is important and the hospitality 
that she received was so memorable. 


We do gather at a momentous time in our 
country’s history. Over the past 4 years, we've 
seen changes of almost Biblical proportions 
in the world. I think we rejoice that the cold 
war is over. What does that mean for you 
and your families? Well, I think when chil- 
dren go to bed at night, they'll be safer from 
the specter of nuclear war and safer than they 
were a decade ago, safer than they were a 
year ago, and safer, I think, than just a month 
or so ago, when we had that rather historic 
agreement with Boris Yeltsin. So I think 
that’s good news. It’s good news for the 
young people that are with us today. It’s = 
news for our country. I happen to feel it’s 


good news for the whole world. 


But this new world does pose enormous 


challenges; big opportunities, though. From 
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Poland to Paraguay, other nations are tryin 
to copy our system of free enterprise. And 
here’s the question: How do we win when 
more of the world’s nations are playing our 
game? The opportunity is huge. The econo- 
mists say: When we win we will share in a 
maximized proportion of every-increasing 
global prosperity. I had that translated into 
English, and that means good, steady jobs 
for you and your families. So then you've got 
to ask, how do you win those jobs? I believe 
we cannot renew America without renewing 
our schools. 


Consider a couple of facts. In 1980, a man 
with a college education made on an average 
$11,000 more per year than a man with only 
a high school education. By 1990, that gap 
had increased to more than $16,000, and the 
exact same pattern happened with women’s 
income. Those facts shout a simple truth: 
Education makes the difference. Every 
American deserves the chance to get on the 
ladder of opportunity and climb up. 


I want to tell you about a women I admire. 
She’s not someone you'll read about in the 
paper, won’t see her on television. She is 
someone who might be your neighbor or the 
mother of one of your kids’ friends. She has 
two disabled children and a life that’s had 
many good breaks and then a couple of bad 
ones. But she also has a dream that she won't 
let go; she wants to be a nurse. Now she 
will get the financial help that she needs to 
fulfill that dream. Some day this courageous 
lady’s children will sit in the audience and 
watch Mom receive her nursing degree. This 
woman who’s done so much for so many will 
now be able to serve even more people. The 
president of Phi Theta Kappa, Frances 
McIntire. When I heard her story and saw 
her determination, I was mighty proud, 
proud of Frances, proud that we're giving 
thousands of men and women like her a bet- 
ter chance to get the education they desire 
and deserve. 


This act that I’m signing today gives a hand 
up to lower-income students who need help 
the most. But it also reaches out into the 
middle-income families, the ones who 


skipped a vacation and drove the old clunker 
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so that their kids could go to college. Too 
often, the funding cracks have been so bi 
that these solid, decent families have sli oct 
on through, and their children’s dreams have 
been in danger of slipping away. Well, no 
longer. It’s a matter of fairness. It’s a matter 
of our future. 


This act also reflects an important new 
a. We used to think of education 
ike measles vaccines, like first dates, or like 
learning to drive, something we only did 
when we were young. Today, education 
never ends. Although our temples may be 
graying and our jogging routes a little shorter, 
we always have to learn. And this act rec- 
ognizes that simple fact, just as this great 
community college has recognized that fact, 
making Federal aid available for part-time 
students who are taking a class or two toward 
their degree while still holding down a job. 


How much richer our Nation’s future will 
be. Each year, millions of families will be 
able to get more Federal assistance and then 
pass on to their kids the legacy of education. 


But this higher education act does more 
than open up Federal funding to middle-in- 
come and to part-time students. It also sets 
tough standards to rid Federal aid pro s 
of fraud and abuse both by sham wh sts s and 
by students who default on their loans. In 
addition, some student aid will now be con- 
— on academic performance. The act 
includes parts of what we call proudly our 
America 2000 program, including academies 
for teachers and school leaders and some- 
thing called alternative certification. 


Now, that’s a program near and dear to 
my heart, so let me try to explain it. When 
I lived out in Odessa, Texas, in 1948, I’d just 
graduated from college, and I went out there 
and had a little extra time on my hands. I 
tried to volunteer to teach night courses. My 
college economics degree was not good 
enough because I didn’t have the required 
courses, mandatory courses, then in edu- 
cation, and that bothered me. Then I learned 
that without a teaching degree, even Albert 
Einstein couldn’t teach high school science. 
Now, I might understand keeping me out of 
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there. I might get embarrassed around the 
computer or something. But Albert Einstein? 
Come on. 


In my first months in office, I proposed 
legislation to allow the “Einsteins” to teach 
without traditional certification. After 3 years 
and 3 tries, now the Congress has agreed to 
this. This helps, in my view, open up huge 
talent pools to bring into our classrooms. 
Now we can find a way, for example, to en- 
courage more of our men and women who 
are leaving the armed services to put their 
skills to work leading future generations in 
the classroom. 


By the way, I’m pleased to note that this 
past spring, I did receive my alternative 
teaching certificate from the State of Texas. 
The woman who sent me my certificate, 
Delia Stafford, is with us today. She’s a cham- 
= of change, willing to try something dif- 
erent because our children deserve nothin 
less. I think it’s good to give her a woes, 
of applause for her innovative approach. 


Our system of higher education is indeed 
the best in the entire world because it’s root- 
ed in the American ideals that make it excel- 
lent, accessible, and accountable. America 
2000 is the revolution that believes those 
ideals must be transferred to our elementary 
and secondary schools. Just yesterday Sen- 
ator Danforth and Senator Gradison intro- 
duced my State and local “GI bill” for chil- 
dren which will transform precollege edu- 
cation by giving middle- and low-income 
families $1,000 scholarships to send their 
kids to their choice of schools. I don’t know 
about you, but that gives me 1,000 reasons 
to cheer. 


Higher education thrives on competition, 
thrives on choice. We must bring those in- 
centives to elementary and _ secondary 
schools. It’s time we let parents, not the Gov- 
ernment, choose their kids’ schools, public, 
private, or religious. 


I mentioned earlier how I believe that 
education is now a lifelong endeavor. So I 
feel it is only appropriate to conclude with 
a quote I remember from my own school 
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days, a quote from Longfellow, something 
about, “great heights not being achieved by 
sudden flight but by toiling upward in the 
night.” Longfellow’s advice could apply to 
the task of renewing our schools. It won't 
be done with headlines; it won’t be done with 
slogans, or even money alone. What it takes 
is innovation, courage, a willingness in every 
community to roll up our sleeves and reform 
this vital American institution. 

We are toiling upward in the night, and 
today we climb a little bit higher. And when 
we've reached our plateau, we will look out 
upon a new generation of American schools 
and a stronger foundation for our Nation. 


So now, on behalf of Frances McIntire and 
the legions of students at NOVA and across 
the country who will benefit, it is with great 
pride and great gratitude to the Congress, 
particularly the Members here today, that I 
sign into law the Higher Education Amend- 
ments of 1992. As I sign I would like to ask 
Secretary Alexander, Dr. Ernst, and Delia 
Stafford to come forward, and Frances, you 
too. Then I’d love to invite the Members of 
Congress to come up and say hello and turn 
around to demonstrate at least the non- 
partisan or the bipartisan spirit of this occa- 
sion. 


Again, my thanks to you ladies and gentle- 
men for being with us today. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. at 
Northern Virginia Community College. In 
his remarks, he referred to Richard J. Ernst, 
president of the College; Senator John C. 
Danforth of Missouri; and Representative 
Willis D. Gradison, Jr., of Ohio. 


Memorandum on the President’s 
Tree Planting Initiative 


July 23, 1992 

Memorandum for the Heads of Certain 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: President’s Tree Planting Initiative 


I am writing to remind you of this Admin- 
istration’s continuing commitment to in- 
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crease tree planting across America. The na- 
tional tree planting program, a component 
of the America the Beautiful initiative, calls 
for public/private partnerships involving 
communities and volunteers throughout the 
Nation. Our goal is to plant and maintain in 
our cities and countryside an additional one 
billion trees per year through the year 2000. 
This is an ambitious goal that will signifi- 
cantly enhance the environment and boost 
economic activity. Federal agency leadership 
will contribute greatly to the achievement of 


this goal. 


During this last year, a representative of 
your organization has been asked to partici- 
pate in a coordinating committee to promote, 
inform, and participate in tree planting activi- 
ties in your agency nationwide. I urge you 
to energetically support the committee and 
its activities in order to ensure that the Fed- 
eral Government does its part for tree plant- 


ing. 


Americans are enthusiastically joining this 
effort. Urban tree planting increased by 25 
percent last year. In rural America, our cost- 
sharing program with private nonindustrial 
private landowners is now underway and 
should result in the planting of an additional 
200 million trees this year—a 10 percent in- 
crease over past years but a long way from 
our goal due to insufficient funding from the 
Congress. 


My FY 1993 budget seeks to double the 
level of funding for the tree planting initiative 
to $138 million. Reforestation remains a cor- 
nerstone of my commitment to protecting 
and enhancing America’s natural resources 
and environment in a way that is consistent 
with our efforts to promote economic 


growth. 


On June 1, at the United Nations Con- 
ference on Environment and Development 
in Rio de Janeiro, I announced the Forests 
for the Future Initiative to conserve and sus- 
tain the Earth’s forests. Appropriate models 
for worldwide commitment and action to 
save the forests may well stem from the pub- 
lic/private partnerships developed in your 





1310 


agency. With your help, we can reach our 
goal 
George Bush 


The Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of Defense, the 
Secretary of the Army, the Acting Secretary 
of the Navy, the Secretary of the Air Force, 

the Attorney General, the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of 
Labor, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Secretary of Energy, the 
Secretary of Education, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Administrator of General Services, the 
Administrator of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration, the 
Director of the United States Information 
Agency, the Chairman of the Postal Rate 
Commission, the Director of the Institute of 
Museum Services, the Chairman of the 
Council on Environmental Quality, the 
Acting Director of the Office of Poli 
Development, the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, the Director of the 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 


Statement by Press Secret 
Fitzwater on the Escape of Pablo 
Escobar 


July 23, 1992 


Pablo Escobar escaped from prison when 
Colombian authorities attempted to move 
him to a more secure facility. This is unfortu- 
nate at a time when President Gaviria was 
trying to control the prison and put an end 
to Escobar’s criminal activities. Escobar and 
his ilk represent a threat to law-abiding, civ- 
ilized societies throughout the hemisphere, 
and they must be brought to justice. 

This incident underlines the difficulties le- 
gitimate governments have in halting drug 
trafficking and placing drug fore mts, tot 
the bar of justice. We have strongly sup- 
ported President Gaviria and the people of 
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Colombia in their valiant fight against these 
violent international criminal organizations. 
We will continue that support and coopera- 
tion, especially to strengthen the Colombian 
judicial system. 


Remarks to the National League 
of Families of American Prisoners 
and Missing in Southeast Asia 

in Arlington, Virginia 

July 24, 1992 


Thank you all. Sue, thank you very much. 
And Ann, I’m just glad to be back with you 
and this organization. To members of the 
board, my respects; to the family, friends. 

Let me first start off by saluting two 
former NSC hands, Bud McFarland and 
Dick Childress over here who have worked 
very hard on all of this, and also the chairman 
emeritus, George Brooks. 

Let me begin by thanking you for the op- 
pny to speak again to what has got to 

e one of the bravest and most dedicated 
groups of Americans in this country. 

We live in a marvelous time, a time of tre- 
mendous opportunity. We’ve seen the end 
of the cold war and the collapse of imperial 
communism and a new birth of freedom 
from Moscow to Managua. America’s cour- 
age, America’s vision, America’s values have 
indeed changed the world. 

And yes, the cold war may be over, but 
the noble cause that took your fathers, your 
sons, and your husbands away from home is 
with us still. Our work must not end and will 
not end until you have answers about your 
loved ones. 

Over the past 20 years, the National 
League of Families has seen the issue of your 
missing swept up in international or domestic 
politics, manipulated by foreign govern- 
ments, exploited by con men, sensationalized 
by the media. All that time, you never lost 
sight of what you were looking for: good faith, 
an honest effort to resolve your uncertainty, 
to find answers to the agonizing question that 
you live with every day. 

Sometimes you may have wondered 
whether your Government had forgotten 
you. When President Reagan and I took of- 
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fice in ’81, we made your ordeal our top pri- 
ority. We knew that with all the uncertainties 
you live with, the one thing you should be 
sure of is that your Government really cares. 

You're talking to a person that was shot 
down himself in combat. Fortunately, I 
wasn’t taken prisoner, but I was shot 
in combat. I understand a little bit what that 
means. I understand what it means. And so 
we set out to meet with you to ask your ad- 
vice. 

When we took office, no policy-level nego- 
tiations with Vietnam, Laos, or Cambodia 
had been held for several years. Despite the 
fears of some that negotiating with Vietnam 
implied recognition, despite the fears of oth- 
ers that the POW-MIA issue was a cold war 
fantasy, we took your advice and entered into 
high-level negotiations. 

When we took office, some saw this issue 
as a matter between this Nation and Viet- 
nam, not part of the broader relations be- 
tween the U.S. and the Soviets, China, and 
our friends in ASEAN, the ASEAN coun- 
tries. We took your advice and urged our 
friends as well as our adversaries to help us 
find the answers. 

Let me add that I am gratified to hear the 
ASEAN ambassadors are here today. I salute 
them over there. They are cooperating with 
us. Their countries deserve credit for their 
understanding, for their help, and for their 
fellowship with you, the families. 

Most important of all, when we took office, 
we came up against a string of official 
statements 


[At this point, there was a disruption in the 
audience. | 


No, no, no, this is very emotional, under- 
standably emotional. 

The thing that I would say to you, how- 
ever, as a veteran, and one who still wears 
my Navy wings from time to time is, I hope 
you understand how I feel about patriotism, 
about service to my country. And. I will put 
my record up against anybody here. 


[At this point, there was a disruption in the 
audience. | 


And I just—would you please be quiet and 
let me finish. Would you please shut up and 
sit down. 
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I would say this: To suggest that a Com- 
mander in Chief that led this country into 
its most successful recent effort would con- 
done for one single day the personal knowl- 
edge of a person held against his will, wheth- 
er it’s here or anyplace else, is simply totally 
unfair. Now, to say I understand the agony 
that I’ve reheard here today is true. I do. 

But I do not like the suggestion that any 
American anywhere would know of a live 
American being held somewhere against his 
will, whether it’s here or the allegation being 
over in the other part of the wall Iran, the 
suggestion was made that we left people 
being prisoner in Iran so to win an election. 
Now, what kind of an allegation is that to 
make against a patriot? What kind to make 
against—it is not. 

So I would simply say to you: I care about 
it. We are trying, and we're going to continue 
to try. And I understand the divisions here. 
I understand the divisions we hear in these 
hearings. I understand the agony that people 
feel. But I would also like to ask that you 
understand where I’m coming from on this 
issue. I think most of you do. I’m going to 
continue to try. 

We talked about Presidential commissions 
and congressional committees indicating that 
they felt Vietnam had done all it could, and 
once again, we took your advice. We refused 
to accept the fact that the book was closed. 

It’s no secret to any of that for many 
years now, significant lobbying has taken 
place in opposition to this policy. Some of 
it comes from those same voices we've heard 
since the seventies, people who want us to 
pretend Vietnam never happened. Some 
comes from people who seek to smooth over 
sticking points that stand in the way of com- 
mercial opportunities. Others say, “Look, the 
war is over. Let’s move on.” And that is 
something we can and will never say. Now, 
for us, the POW-MIA issue is not a sticking 
point, not some bad dream we shake off, not 
a footnote from a forgotten time we can sim- 
ply ignore. 

The POW-MIA issue is something entirely 
different, something more. This I want you 
to understand: It is a question of justice, of 
oaths sworm, of commitments kept, and a na- 
tion’s test of its own worth measured in the 
life of one, lone individual. This we know: 
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The wounds won't heal, the American family 
will not be whole, as I said earlier, so long 
as the brave men remain missing. 

In my Inaugural Address as President, I 
did say that “goodwill begets goodwill.” In 
the spirit of that statement, we developed a 
detailed road map for Vietnam, a road map 

“that addresses our objectives as well as that 

Government’s desire in terms of diplomatic 
and economic relations with the United 
States. 

Let me be very clear: Without further 
positive movement on the POW’s and MIA’s, 
we cannot and will not continue to move for- 
ward with Hanoi. 

Now, the other side of this is where they 
have moved, we've responded. When the 
Government of Vietnam pledged greater co- 
operation, including field operations, we 
greatly increased our manpower, even 
opened a permanent office in Hanoi. While 
we've seen an unprecedented level of joint 
investigations, these activities have not pro- 
vided the concrete results that we seek. Make 
no mistake, we want to continue and expand 


our joint efforts. And I'll never accept joint 
activities as a substitute for real results. Your 
— years of uncertainty must end, and I am 


pledged to end them in any way I can. 

Now as a measure of simple human de- 
cency, I call on the Government of Vietnam 
again to repatriate all recovered and readily 
recoverable remains. I call on the Govern- 
ment of Vietnam to act without delay. 

I can say in return the United States stands 
ready to move forward on the road map that 
we've laid out. My message is the same to 
the other nations of Indochina. In Laos, our 
joint field operations have produced defini- 
tive answers, but the process remains pain- 
fully slow and cumbersome. We recognize 
the reality that most of our men unaccounted 
for in Laos were lost in areas under Vietnam- 
ese control. 

Our relations with Laos have grown from 
wary distrust in those early eighties, to a 
broader, more open relationship. We cannot 
let this momentum wane. I address the Lao 
leaders when I say our relationship can grow 
further and will, if and when they provide 
the cooperation we now seek. 

Our years of trying to seek cooperation 
from Cambodia and the Soviets were not re- 
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warded until just recently. The U.N.-spon- 
sored settlement plan in Cambodia, the his- 
toric changes in the lands that used to be 
the Soviet Union, have opened the way for 
unprecedented access. We will push hard to 
translate this access into answers. 

I know you've lived through hopes and 
then hopes dashed before. Unfortunately, 
and it breaks my heart to see this happen, 
we have seen false reporting. I think we 
would all agree there have been some scam 
operations that divert manpower and sap our 
resources. I simply cannot fathom the cruelty 
of those who would exploit that issue for per- 
sonal gain. 

Nevertheless, we are determined not to 
allow such incidents to discourage us. We're 
going to continue to pursue and openly re- 
ceive information from all sources and con- 
tinue to treat each report, every report, as 
the breakthrough that just might end the or- 
deal of one aa American family. 

I think our efforts have produced some re- 
sults. For 241 families, the uncertainty has 
ended. For others, too many others, the 

uestions linger. Every day now, it seems, 
the news purports to unearth some great new 
revelation of fact, facts that you’ve known for 
20 years and facts we’ve shared with you for 
a decade. 

Well, the key fact is one we all agree on: 
There are Americans who did not return 
home at the end of hostilities and Americans 
last known to be alive. Accounting for these 
men remains this highest priority. Although 
there’s not proof that any Americans are now 
alive, in the absence of firm answers, our as- 
sumption will always be: Let facts direct our 
policy, and let hope be our guide. 

So the policy remains: full disclosure, full 
disclosure of all relevant information to fami- 
lies. We're going to continue to cooperate 
fully with congressional committees to en- 
sure the access they must have to perform 
their oversight role. 

But there are some things we’re not going 
to do. However loud the critics may com- 
plain, we will not publicly release any infor- 
mation that would jeopardize ongoing intel- 
ligence or negotiating efforts to account for 
your missing loved ones. 

Let the critics complain. We have got to 
get this job done. As President, I take it to 
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be an article of faith, a solemn covenant with 
those who serve this country: The United 
States will make ever, possible effort always, 
take every possible action to account for 
those taken prisoner or missing in action. Our 
aim remains the fullest possible accounting 
for our POW’s and MIA’s and nothing less. 
And I want you to know that comes to you 
with conviction. 


Let me just say something about this gen- 
tleman sitting here. Tell me your name 
again—Jeff. I can’t pretend to know the grief 
that you carry in your heart. My experience 
in combat was a little different. My wingman 
was shot down the first—disappeared the 
first mission I was on. We had maybe some- 


thing like 7 out of our squadron of 15 killed. 


I understand what combat is, but because 
of the way Barbara and I feel about our fam- 
ily, I can’t try to say that I understand the 
grief that you carry with you every day, the 
anguish of uncertainty. So I don’t want to 
try to put myself with everybody here who 


has suffered for a long time on an equal plane 
in that sense. That’s not what I’m trying to 
do. 


But I can remember that day that I men- 
tioned to you 50 years ago, when I was a 
scared kid, 20 years old, I think, floating 
around just a couple of miles off a Japanese- 
held island. 1 remember the uncertainty at 
that moment. I can remember, when I wasn’t 
wondering if anyone would find me at all, 
my worry was who’s going to find me. 


So what I'm trying to say is, I can identi 
with those who served. I can identify wi 
their sacrifice. I can identify as a father who 
lost a child with the family implications, but 
again I’m not trying to put myself on the 
same plane with those who have suffered a 
lot. 


But what I want to tell you is—I mean 
what I tell you in terms of priority—! know 
there’s doubt here, and I know people are 
saying, as this gentleman said right from the 
heart, “Go over there and bring them back.” 
Do you think if I knew of one single person 
and where he is and how it was that I 
wouldn’t do that? Of course, I’d do that. 
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So all I’m asking—all I’m here to say is 
I am the President, and I am the Com- 
mandez in Chief. Some of you believe it, and 
some of you may not, but we are going to 
get this job done, and we are going to ac- 
count for every single person who is missing. 
I’m going to keep on it. I don’t care how 
long it takes. 

Thank you very, very much. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at 
the Stouffer Concourse Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Sue Scott, chairman of the 
board, and Ann Mills Griffiths, executive di- 
rector of the National League of Families of 
American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast 
Asia. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 


The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 


tcan. 








July 18 

Thomas Floyd, of Spartanburg, SC 
July 19 

Joseph Thompson, of Topeka, KS 
July 20 


Volunteers of Reaching the Youth of San Anto- 
nio, Inc., (RTYOSA), of San Antonio, TX 


July 21 
Barbara Catherine Connelly, of Shirley, NY 
July 22 


Volunteers of Ginghamsburg United Meth- 
odist Church, of Tipp City, OH 


July 23 


Volunteers of Frontline Outreach, Inc., of Or- 
lando, FL 


July 24 
Don Davidson, of Lupton, MI 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





July 18 

In the morning, the President traveled 
from Salt Lake City, UT, to Provo, UT. In 
the afternoon, he traveled from Utah to Ha- 
gerstown, MD, and then went on to Camp 
David, MD, for the remainder of the week- 
end. 


July 19 
In the evening, the President returned to 
the White House from Camp David, MD. 


July 20 

The President held meetings at the White 
House with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—domestic advisers; 

—economic advisers; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

In the evening, the President spoke by sat- 
ellite from a video services studio in Wash- 
ington, DC, to Bush-Quayle National Cam- 
paign volunteers, leaders, and supporters. 


July 21 

The President held morning meetings at 

the White House with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—leadership of the National Conference 
of Black Mayors. 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 

eled to Philadelphia, PA. In the afternoon, 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 


the President went to Garfield, NJ, and then 
returned to Washington, DC. 


July 22 

The President held morning meetings at 
the White House with: 

—domestic advisers; 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the afternoon, the President again met 

with domestic advisers. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Leo Melamed, of Illinois, to be a 
member of the United States Holocaust Me- 
morial Council for the remainder of the term 
expiring January 15, 1995. He would succeed 
William Alexander Scott III. Since 1965, Mr. 
Melamed has served as chairman of Dellsher 
Investment Co., Inc., in Chicago, IL. From 
1976 to 1990 he served as special counsel 
to the Board of the Chicago Mercantile Ex- 
change; as well as chairman of the Executive 
Committee from 1985 to 1990. 


July 23 

The President held morning meetings at 

the White House with: 

—domestic advisers; 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 

Samuel K. Skinner. 


July 24 

The President held morning meetings at 
the White House with: 

—domestic advisers; 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Brookville, OH, to address a commu- 
nity picnic. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Dayton, OH, to attend a Republican leader- 
ship meeting. He then went to Columbia, 
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MO, for a roundtable discussion with Mis- 
souri families and for the opening ceremony 
of the Show-Me State Games. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Hagerstown, MD, and then on to Camp 
David, MD, for the weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted July 20 


John Cameron Monjo, 

of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Career Minister, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 


Harriet Winsar Isom, 

of Oregon, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Cameroon. 


Linton F. Brooks, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Director of the 
United States Arms Control and Disar- 
mament Agency, vice Susan Jane Koch, re- 


signed. 


David P. Prosperi, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting for a term expiring March 26, 
1997, vice Marshall Turner, Jr., term expired. 


Shirley W. Ryan, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring 
September 17, 1994, vice John Leopold, 
term expired. 


Walter Scott Blackburn, 

of Indiana, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Institute of 
Building Sciences for a term expiring Sep- 
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tember 7, 1993, vice Kyle Clayton Boone, 
term expired. 


The following named persons to be Members 
of the Advisory Board of the Saint Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation: 
Edward Morgan Paluso, of Pennsylvania, 
vice L. Steven Reimers. 
Sterling G. Sechrist, of Ohio, vice Virgil 
E. Brown, resigned. 


Submitted July 22 


Genta Hawkins Holmes, 

of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Director General of the Foreign Serv- 
ice, vice Edward Joseph Perkins. 


Alan Greenspan, 

of New York, to be U.S. Alternate Governor 
of the International Monetary Fund for a 
term of 5 years (reappointment). 


John S. Unpingco, 

of Guam, to be Judge for the District Court 
of Guam for the term of 10 years, vice 
Christobal C. Duenas, resigned. 


Withdrawn July 22 


Donald Herman Alexander, 

of Missouri, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
which was sent to the Senate on May 14, 
1992. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary that are neither 
printed as items nor covered by entries in 
the Digest of Other White House Announce- 
ments. 





Released July 21 


Announcement: 
Nomination of John S. Upingco to be District 
Judge for Guam 
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Fact sheet: 
National Medal of Arts 


Released July 22 


Announcement: 
National Medal of Arts recipients 


Fact sheet: 
Oregon Public Lands Wilderness Act 


Released July 23 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the Higher Education 
Amendments of 1992—by Assistant Sec- 
retary for Postsecondary Education Carolynn 
Reid-Wallace 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the midsession review of 
the budget—by Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, Richard G. 
Darman, and Chairman of the President’s 
Council of Economic Advisers, Dr. Michael 
Boskin 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Aproved July 19 


H.R. 5412 / Public Law 102-322 
To authorize the transfer of certain naval ves- 
sels to Greece and Taiwan 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 
Approved July 20 


S.J. Res. 324 / Public Law 102-323 

To commend the NASA Langley Research 
Center on the celebration of its 75th anniver- 
sary on July 17, 1992 


Approved July 22 


S. 2780 / Public Law 102-324 

To amend the Food Security Act of 1985 to 
remove certain easement requirements 
under the conservation reserve program, and 


for other purposes 
Approved July 23 


§. 1150 / Public Law 102-325 
Higher Education Amendments of 1992 


H.R. 158 / Public Law 102-326 
To designate the building in Hiddenite, 


North Carolina, which houses the primary 
operations of the United States Postal Serv- 
ice as the “Zora Leah S. Thomas Post Office 
Building” 


H.R. 4505 / Public Law 102-327 

To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 20 South Montgom- 
ery Street in Trenton, New Jersey, as the 
“Arthur J. Holland United States Post Office 
Building” 
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